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the 
Tulip 


Gardens 
at the 


EXHIBITION 


Mail Ideal Famous gardening 
Home jon soon bloom again— hi 
The Tulip Gardens, for instance, will Allwoo: 
contain over 100,000 tulips! ‘The bulbs, direct Miers Wallace & Bare 
will make this display the widest . 2 
variety ever seen in Britain, Famous gardening firms Geo. C relegy 
* will, be exhibiting their latest stock, and their Frank Cant & Co. Ltd. 
* Mewest ideas on layout and grouping. And in the Granvilie Filis 
main part of the Exhibition you will find goods and Walls (Mersthant) Limited 
© services and ideas for making your whole home 
ticher and more convenient. Paul Tempe 


(pe booking fee 


FREE ADMISSION FOR FELLOW> 
 .. Fellows of the Royal Horticuirural Society, and holders of Fellows 


each day. 


March 26 
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HALTS GUARANTEED 
ANTI-ROT 
SHEDS - GREENHOUSES - 
Last Longer - Look Better ! 
NO PAINT NEEDED MORTICED 


AND TENONED JOINTS 
FULLY SECTIONAL 


£13.15.0 
pee NO DEPOSIT. First payment 
Beer with order and balance over 
6, 12, 18 or 24 months. 


from 2£219.0.0 
PREE OELIVERY 


FREE (2307 for super Cotalogoe showing Cedarwood | & WALES 


R. H. HALL & CO. (KENT) LTD- 44 PADDOCK WOOD TONBRIDGE KENT 


Low Volume Spraying 


A low priced portable outfit of proved 
performance for spraying insecticides, fungi- 
cides, weedkillers, etc.,in glasshouses. The _ 
compressor and motor form a compact unit 
weighing only 40 Ib. ready to plug in to 
electricity supply. Ample pressure is main- 
tained through a long hose to the Model IM 
spray gun fitted with quart container— 
larger pressure feed containers available 
for continuous spraying. Also suitable for 
maintenance painting, tyre Inflation, etc. 
Countrywide after-sales service. Recom- 
mended by Plant Protection Limited. 


with HANDISPRAY 
OUTFIT 
BE OY 


no obligation. 
B.E.N. PATENTS LTD (Division of Broom & Wade Lt) Dept. Y2, HIGH WYCOMBE - BUCKS 


CP 352 
1 
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No 
Painting 


Low 


Upkeep 
Costs 


Write for free illustrated catalogue of All-Cedar Greenhouses 
for all purposes and Summer Houses 


C. H. WHITEHOUSE 


LIMITED 
Phone: FRANT 247 Buckhurst Works, FRANT, Sussex 


with MORTEGG TAR OIL WINTER WASH 


Controls Aphids, Apple Sucker, Small Ermine / pint 3/6 
Moth, Vapourer Moth and Scale insects and also / quart 5/6 
destroys Moss and Lichen. Use 1-2 pints in 24  / gallon 16/- 
gallons water. 


OVAMORT DNC WINTER WASH 


Controls the same pests as Mortegg and also Red / pint 3/6 
Spider and Capsid. Use both products when the / quart 5/6 
buds are in the dormant stage. Use 1 pint in 1} / gallon 16/- 
gallons water. 


Available from Seedsmen, Ironmongers and Chemists. 


THE MURPHY CHEMICAL CO. LTD. 
WHEATHAMPSTEAD, HERTFORDSHIRE 


Att-cepar GREENHOUSES 
£ 
4 
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Grow your own 


SALADS and favourite HERBS ! 


Make sure of getting them FRESH. For 6/6d. we offer a selection of 
10 different herbs, easily grown from seed. Our Attractie lettuce is 
world famous for growing under glass and Little Gem and Tom 
Thumb and other varieties suitable for the smallest garden. Everyone 
should grow carrots, beetroot and radish and our organically-grown 
Strains are of magnificent flavour, pest and disease resistant. 


% SALAD SEEDS 
Attractie, Little Gem and Tom Thumb Lettuce 1 /3d. pkt. 


Beetroot (Cook’s Delight), Carrot (Early Nantes) 1/3d. pkt. 

Radish (Scarlet Globe) and Parsley (Perfection) 9d. per pkt. 
% HERB SEEDS 

Balm, Borage, Chives, Fennel, Dill, Pot and Sweet Marjoram, 


Sage, Thyme, Winter Savory— 
all 9d. per packet, 10 packets for 6/6d. post paid. 


Send for full catalogue of vegetable, herb and flower seeds or order direct from the above selection. 
ORGANICALLY GROWN SEEDS 


CHASE PROTECTED CULTIVATION LTD. 
38 Cloche House, Shepperton, Middlesex 


BE SURE TO VISIT THE Or 


THE GREAT INTERNATIONAL FLORAL SHOW 
TO BE HELD IN 1960 AT ROTTERDAM 


SPECIAL DAY VISITS BY AIR 


This wonderful show of flowers and gardens 
commemorates the centenary of the Royal Dutch 
Association of Bulbgrowers. 100 acres of daffodils, 
tulips, azaleas and other spring flowers. The trip also 
includes a visit to the famous Keukenhof in the centre 
of the bulb district with 63 acres of bulbs in the most 
perfect surroundings. 


Price, fully Inclusive of lunch & entrance fees, 


£9°9°0 


The normal return fore 


PEGASUS HOLIDAYS LTD. 


320, Regent Street London, W.1. Tel: MUSeum 817! 
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Departure from Centra! London 8.30 a.m. 
a Return London 10 : 
= p.m. 
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years. Strawson's have been building up a 

tation based ‘not only on the sheer perfection 

heir Greenhouses but also on the personal service 

they offer to each individual client. Mr. Strawson 
Persona! Survey of 


G. F. STRAWSON & SON (av. 20/2) 
HORLEY, SURREY 130 


DRONWAL 


ve MASTER 


Preumat SPRAYER 


Highly suitable for all Horticultural and 
Greenhouse Spraying 


ILLUSTRATED LISTS OF SYRINGES, SPRAYERS 
ETC., SENT UPON REQUEST 


OBTAINABLE FROM 
SEEDSMEN, IRONMONGERS AND STORES 


The PHILIP B. WALDRON CO. 
Kings Road, Tyseley, BIRMINGHAM, 11 


BOWLEY'S 
GARDEN TRUCKS 


A strongly constructed well-balanced 
truck, specially garden 
and nursery work, ha 

times the carrying ongaaley of a 
wheelbarrow yet easier to handle. 


WHEELS 
4 ft. by 2 fe. 12° by 2° 
with ROLLER BEARING 
12” DETACHABLE TOP CUSHIONED TYRED 


carniace £14 .,6.3 rai 


HINGED SIDE 12/6 EXTRA 
S. Bowley & Son Ltd. 
BATTERSEA BRIDGE, LONDON, S.W.11 
Send for illustrated catalogue (HS/) for complete range of 
sizes and mode!s 


Write NOW for youn FREE 


Gas 1060 entatagneal bring you details of the best new 

vegetables developed by leading plant 
breeders ry over the world. All these, as well as a wide 
range of favourite flower — a — seeds, are offered 


TO SAMUEL DOBIE & SON LTD 
Wept. 14), 11 GROSVENOR STREET 
CHESTER 


Please send me when ready a FREE 
copy of your new seed catalogue. 


§ 
| GES 
for Quality 
and PERSONAL SERVICE | < 
j He 
request anywhere at short notice. No Strawson 
Greenhouse is built which has not been specially = 
designed to suit all requirements. Horticulturists — 
and enthusiasts throughout the country have come 
to praise and recommend the craftsmanship and = 
worthiness of Strawson Greenhouses. 
Write or phone 
CATALOGUE 
| 
. 
having the very best strains of flower and vegetable 
seeds for your garden send the coupon below for a ef 7 
FREE copy of our colour illustrated Catalogue and a 
MODEL IA Garden Guide. oe 
| 
— 
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EXPERTS IN THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 
OF ALL KINDS OF 
HARD COURTS AND SPORTS GROUNDS 


GRASS SEEDS 


guaranteed 


1 TRUE TO SPECIFICATION 
2 GERMINATION 
3 PURITY 


Send for Special List giving Specifications and Percentages 


THE EN-TOUT-CAS CO. LTD., SYSTON, Nr. LEICESTER $755, 6,9) 
LONDON OFFICE: HARRODS (4th Floor), KNIGHTSBRIDGE, S.W.1 Tel. : Sloane 8117-8 


illustrated 
SPRING CATALOGUE 


Be and Garden Guide 
“3 Write NOW for your 


new copy 


DOBBIE & CO., LTD 
DOBBIE’S SELECTED SEEDS 
GIVE FULL SATISFACTION S pept.R EDINBURGH - 7 
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WHEN BUYING 


CATALOGUE 


Seeds of Quality 


BUY @ 68 pages, beautifully illustrated, 


CLAY’S 


many in lovely natural colours. 
@ A wealth of practical cultural information. 


Send for your copy TODAY 
You'll be surprised at the wonderful 


selection of Sweet Peas, Gladioli, the wide 
range of other superb flowers, vegetables, 


FERTILIZER TOO | sour sans now wich the 


of this fascinating Catalogue. There's no better 
way to ensure a lovely garden! 


In cartons 1/9 and 2/6; in sealed W. J. UNWIN LTD 


bags 3} Ibs. 4/6, 7 Ibs. 7/-, 14 Ibs. 
11/6, 28 Ibs. 20/3, 56 Ibs. 32/-, 
1 cwt. 60/- 


nourishment they 
ly assembled in about one bour, no potty 


Size 3° 4 

6 1°. A REAL IN NTO KEEN 
ALSO AVAILABLE ‘PLUIE’ SPAN, ‘PLUIE’ 
MAJOR, ‘PLUIE’ MINOR AND ‘PLUIE’ I5. 


SEND FOR FREE LEAFLETS AND 
CROPPING PLAN 


POULTMURE LTD 


PRIORY CHAMBERS, CHURCH STREET, 
WEYBRIDGE, SURREY 


Let the rain get to your WHY DAMAGE TREES 
plants with a “ PLUIE” WITH CORD TIES? 
LEAN-TO GREENHOUSE 
Toms RUBBER TIES 
AS USED BY GOVT. DEPTS. 
- CORPORATIONS, PUBLIC BODIES, &c. 
The Rubber slotted Pad is fixed to 
stake with tacks and receives the 


belt which forms the tie. 


THE BEST TIE 
For Young Trees 
SIMPLE @ EASILY 
FIXED WITH TACKS 


FOR ROUND STAKES 
17/- doz. 137/6 100 
SMALL PATTERN 
FOR STANDARD ROSES 
doz. 10 6; 2 doz. 20 6; 
3 doz. 30/-; per 100 80/- 
Carriage Paid 


J. TOMS 
26 LONDON ROAD, 
MAIDSTONE 


St. St, St. Ss. Ss, SS. SS. ST. ST. SS. ST, SE. SA 
SEEDS 
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FOR ERECTION ON 


OQWARF WALLS 


 RUSTLESS 
GREENHOUSES 


Of special interest to those 
who require a larger green- 
house for pot plants, forcing 
and propagating purposes, 
are our “‘DW”’ Type Cadets. 
These are designed for erec- 
tion on a dwarf brick wall, or 


A FEW EXAMPLES 


any other form of solid base, WIDTH LENGTH PRICE 
and are particularly recommended where a high tem- 63” 63” £22.10.0. 
perature is required. Supplied complete with glass, 6’ 3” 12’ 5” £37. 0.0. 
putty, glazing clips and foundation lugs they are easily * 83” 16’ 6” £55. 0.0. 
erected from detailed instructions provided and, being 50. 
rust proofed by Hot-dip Galvanizing, require no paint- aes 


ing or maintenance. They are available in three widths DEFERRED TERMS AVAILABLE 
and in various lengths to suit all requirements. FREE DELIVERY 


Send for details to: ENGLAND AND WALES 


THE CRITTALL MANUFACTURING CO. LTD. Horticultural Dept. C, Witham, Essex 


(50 tb.), best instep 
scrapers. Carriage (U.K.). 


Green base, black grid or all black or grey base 
and black grid. 


Minor. Cast | base « 10)” «5 


260 The Gardener’s Friend. Double Foot Brush 10” x 

5° with small brush for cleated soles. 5° meta! scraper 266 Light Duty (not suitable for cla Ay All Bass. 

ry iron feet. Round Valet Brush removable from elm block, 48 | shaped handle with Brass Scraper 
and Feet. #4. 1.6 Carriage paid (U.K.) 

Carriage 


Our Horticultural Brush List will be sent free on request. 
COOKS (Noxwich ) BRUSHES LIMITED, DAVEY PLACE 18, 
NORWICH, NORFOLK (NOR 38E) 


caver’ , 

a 264 Heavy Duty ; 
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HERE’S 128 


INTEREST 
SEND NOW FOR — 


TOYNBEE’S NEW CATALOGUE. 
Contains 128 pages of first class Garden 
Plants, Trees, Shrubs, Roses, Hedge, Her- 
baceous, Rock and Climbing plants for 
Walls and Fences. 

This latest issue is specially prepared 
for new gardens; it contains many choice 
additions for the connoisseur and one of 
the main features is the inclusion of several 
border plans designed for gardens of all 
sizes and for various aspects. 


1960 
EES... 
(1/6 Post Free) 
Your Guide to a beautiful Garden. 
TOYNBEE’S NURSERIES, 


BOGNOR REGIS, SUSSEX Tel. Eastergate 2121/2. 


TUBULAR 


if 


CHANGE OVER TO OIL, QUICKLY, 
CHEAPLY... 


Phillips Oil Burner 
Conversion Unit 


Now you can change your existing solid fuel 
boiler simply, quickly with the Phillips Oil 
Conversion Unit to secure the advantages of 
oil heating without the expense of changing 
the entire system— 


— extinguished, 
re-lit, regulated 
by easy control. 
Odourless, quiet, 
safe and trouble 
free. 

No dust, smoke, 
soot or ashes. 
Easily converted 
back to solid fuel 
when required. 


H. E. PHILLIPS LTD 


96 King William Street, Coventry 


PRICE COMPLETE 


£5-10-0 


EX-WORKS 


Garden 


8 ft. long, 4 ft. with, 15°-18" high. 


Open with a lift of the arm. 
Bottom and top ventilation. 
Maximum light. 
Raiawater directed into the centre of the frame. 
Easily lifted by the lady of the house. 
Move it round; first over lettuce or peas, then over straw- 
berries or flower seedlings, then over bush tomatoes. 
Several frames can be joined together. 
A patented ane arrangement prevents damage from 
gales and other mishaps. 


It is safe for children and animals. 


western red cedar 


The covers are very stout P.V.C. plastic, 10, 1000° thick. 
Write for illustrated brochure. 


GRAHAM PEARCE & CO., 


Crick, Nr. Rugby. Tel. Crick 301 


PAGES of 

@ Water kept to 7 | 

dom from atten- 

tion without fear 

@ Automatic oll 

feed, lit by match 

Send for detalls ond leaflet . . 

ACCESS 

\ HEATERS 

DNF + ‘ 

DIATE) 

WS) 
pp.ive = 

cK 

519 

Can be mounted singly or in banks on wall or floor. 5 pe 

Unies) Carr. Paig ft. 420 warts 

2h 120 wate ... 25/6 | 
3k 100, 09 | 9k 

4h 20 | 10h 600 

6h 30, 12% 720, . 

THE LOWEST PRICED - ANYWHERE! eS 

Tet Roberts Elec. Co. Led. (Dept. RHTU) | 

viii 

| | 


Guaranteed by the Country's largest manufacturers. Manu- Quantity discounts. Total amount order qualifies. 
factured to formula under strict supervision. 5 cwt. less 6d. cwt. 10 cwt. less | /— cwt. 
JOHN INNES Comports FERTILISERS 
66%. 288. 
! JOHN INNES SEED COMPOST 176 113 76 | BONE MEAL 62/6 2/- 16/6 
ee JOHN INNES COMPOST NO. 1 176 #113 7/6 | BLOOD, FISH & BONE 656 306 176 
JOHN INNES COMPOST NO. 2 18/- 116 79 § ORIED BLOOD 626 28/3 
“a JOHN INNES COMPOST NO. 3 186 11/9 7/8 § HOOF AND HORN 66/- 376 19/9 
CACTUS COMPOST 23/- 14/- | NATIONAL GROWMORE 43/6 2/- 15- 
os LAWN COMPOST 20/- 126 8/3 | FISH MANURE COMPOUND 53/- 28/6 16/3 
: WINDOW BOX COMPOST 18/6 119 7/9 | JOHN INNES BASE FERTILISERS 665/- 39/- 236 
ORCHID COMPOST 26%. 16/6. 14.106 | POTASH SULPHATE 406 229 12/3 
Trial carton of all the above, 6/— each post free ROSE MANURE (TONK’S) 62/6 34/- 18/6 
OSMUNDA FIBRE 26/6141. 15/-7%. BREAK UP YOUR HEAVY CLAY SOIL WITH ‘GYPSUM’ 
Trial carton 7/~ 20/6 per cwt. 13/— 56/b. 8/9 28 Ib. Full details on request. 


DLL 
ALL ORDERS DESPATCHED IMMEDIATELY. CARRIAGE FREE FROM DOOR 
TO DOOR WITHIN 100 MILES OF LONDON (RAILWAY DELIVERY AREA). 
OVER 100 MILES PLEASE ADD 4/- PER CWT. 

OVER 250 MILES PLEASE ADD S/- PER CWT. 


* NEW 100 PAGE CATALOGUE 6iving tut! details of Composts, Fertilisers, all 
gardening requirements and many NEW “‘Aids to Easier Gardening”. Send 6d. stamp to: 


E. J. WOODMAN & SONS (Pinner) LTD. 
(Dept. L) 19-25 HIGH STREET, PINNER, MIDDLESEX Pinner 0262 


—the GREATEST NAME in DUTCH BULBS! 


Our beautifully coloured and illustrated ca is now 
available and contains all] the latest varieties in GLADIOLI, 
BEGONIAS, GLOXINIAS, MONTBRETIA, CHIN- 
CHERINCHEES, OUTDOOR FREESIAS, HARLEQUINS, 
ROOTS, HARDY PLANTS, etc., and we invite you to send 
now for your free copy. We offer only the best quality bulbs 
which are guaranteed top-size, fully matured and of the highest 
standard. 


All orders receiveindividual and careful attention and satisfaction 
is assured. 


AS AN (Dutch Bulbs) LTD. (27) 
OLD TRAFFORD, MANCHESTER 16 
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—the Paint that lasts 
on glasshouses 


In nurseries throughout the country, IBEX Green- 
house Paint is giving outstanding protection to glasshouses. No paint has 
to withstand more gruelling conditions. 

IBEX—which is the product of exhaustive experimenting in oil based 
white lead formulations — has all the protective properties of white lead 
paint. It spreads well and dries with a tough, flexible film which does not 
crack or flake. It is economical; its outstanding powers of protection 
reduce both the need for repainting and your total maintenance costs. 
When at last repainting time comes round, IBEX provides a perfect 
foundation. 

One coat of IBEX primer, followed by two finishing coats, gives a new 
glasshouse the perfect start to a long life. 


‘IBEX’ for glasshouses 


WHITE LEAD PAINT LASTS 


ASSOCIATED LEAD Limrrep 
Clements House, 14 Gresham Street, London, E.C.2. 
Crescent House, Newcastle upon Tyne, 1. Lead Works Lane, Chester. 
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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF 


THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 


INCLUDING ACCOUNTS AND BALANCE SHEETS 


FOR THE YEAR 1959 


PRESENTED TO THE 


ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY-SIXTH 


ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE SOCIETY 


TO BE HELD IN THE OLD HALL, VINCENT SQUARE, 


WESTMINSTER 


AT 3 P.M. ON TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 1960 


i 
> 
a 
: 
= 
: 
a 
: 
¥ 
fe 
VOL. LXXXV, (45) 


REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF 


THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 
FOR 1959 


IE is with pleasure that the Council is again able to report that the 
Society has made steady growth during the year under review. The 
net increase in the number of Fellows was 1,983, bringing the total to 
54,226. As shown in the table on page 58, the total numerical strength 
of the Society has risen during the year from 55,952 to 58,038. 

It is gratifying to note that many Fellows have acted on the Council’s 
suggestion that each Fellow should interest at least one of his gardening 
friends in the Society’s activities and make use of the nomination form 
sent out with Fellows’ tickets. Over 1,200 of those forms were used. 
Similar forms are being posted with Fellows’ tickets this year and 
itis hoped that an even larger number of Fellows will make a point 
of enlisting at least one friend. 


Junior Membership 


Representations have been made to the Council that many young 
persons are interested in gardening and should be encouraged by being 
allowed to have their own tickets admitting to the Society’s Shows and 
Gardens, and to have their own copies of the JourNAL. The Council 
therefore proposes that a new class of membership be established, to be 
called “Junior Membership”, and the amendments to the Bye-laws 
required to give effect to that proposal are being circulated on the agenda 
paper for the Annual General Meeting. 


Meetings and Shows 


A full programme of Meetings and Shows was carried out at the Halls, 
there being nineteen ordinary Fortnightly Shows, the Daffodil Show, 
the Great Autumn Show and the Fruit and Vegetable Show, and thirteen 
other shows organized by kindred societies. In conjunction with the 
Fortnightly Shows the Society held ten competitions and there were 
nine competitions organized by specialist societies. Notwithstanding 
the widespread and prolonged drought of the past summer and autumn, 
the shows were well up to standard. 

One of the merits of some of the competitions held at Fortnightly 
Shows is that the exhibits often include particularly choice plants which 
should be more widely grown but which, for one reason or another, are 
seldom seen in the groups staged by nurserymen. With that in mind, 
arrangements are being made to hold three new competitions, one in 
January, one in February and one in March; and also an additional 
tree-and-shrub competition in September. It is hoped that these events 
will bring a number of little-known plants to notice and lead to their 
being more widely grown. 

(46) 
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Unfortunately, especially from the point of view of nurserymen and 
seedsmen, the number of visitors to the shows at the Halls does not 
increase as rapidly as the growth of the Society. The Council therefore 
decided to act on a suggestion made by some exhibitors and, as an ex- 
periment, to advertise one of the Fortnightly Shows on the Independent 
Television. As a result of the advertisement there was an increase in 
the number of visitors, but it was so small that a repetition of the 
experiment is not warranted. 

By general consent, Chelsea Show compared favourably with its 
predecessors in the number, range, and quality of the exhibits. Fortu- 
nately all four days were fine and cool, and, as might be expected, there 
was a record attendance and the exhibits retained their freshness right 
up to the end. The Show was honoured by the presence of Her Majesty 
The Queen, H.R.H. The Duke of Edinburgh, and other Members of 
the Royal Family, all of whom inspected the exhibits with evident 
interest and pleasure. The Great Autumn Show, was again held in the 
Society’s own Halls, which were full to overflowing with fine exhibits. 
The attendance was good, and as the experiment of keeping the Show 
open until 7 P.M. on each of the first two days proved to be worth while, 


it is being repeated in 1960. 


Participation in other Shows 


For some time the Council has felt that this Country should do more 
to maintain its prestige as a nation of gardeners by participating in the 
leading horticultural shows on the Continent. A start was made in 1955 
when the Society took an active part in connexion with the British 
exhibit at the quinquennial Ghent Show. In pursuance of that policy 
a similar course was taken on the occasion of the Floralies Inter- 
nationales, held in Paris from April 24 to May 3, 1959. Four British 
exhibits were staged, many of the plants for them being assembled and 
timed at Wisley, and the Curator designed and supervised the staging 
of the groups. All the exhibits were greatly admired, and the largest 
of them, which represented an English woodland garden, was considered 
by the international jury to be surpassed by only one other exhibit in 
the whole of the vast show. The Council would like to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank all those amateurs and members of the trade who 
supplied so many choice and well-grown plants, and also to thank the 
British Council and the British Travel and Holidays Association for 
financial assistance, without which it would not have been possible for 
the United Kingdom to be represented worthily at this important 
international event. 

Later in the year our Society staged an exhibit of stove and green- 
house plants, and another dealing with pests and diseases of vegetables, 
in Edinburgh at a special show held by the Royal Caledonian Horti- 
cultural Society in connexion with the celebration of the 150th anni- 


versary of its formation. 
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In 1960, from April 23 to May 2, there will be another great inter- 
national horticultural show at Ghent, and we propose that once again 
the Society should take an active part in the preparation and staging 
of a United Kingdom exhibit. The British Committee for Overseas 
Flower Shows, through which the Society acts in such matters, greatly 
regrets that its resources, financial and otherwise, do not permit of its 
participating in more than one big Continental Show in one year, and 
so the Committee has had reluctantly to decline a pressing invitation to 
stage an exhibit at the Floriade which our Dutch friends are holding at 
Rotterdam from March 26 to September 25. 


Lectures and Conferences 


As usual lectures were given on the first days of Fortnightly Shows. 
The Masters Memorial Lectures were given on March 24 and April 7 
by Prof. J. P. Hudson, on “Plants and the Weather’. In 1960 the 
Masters Lectures will be given on October 11 and October 25 by Prof. 
H. W. Miles on “Insects and Horticulture”’. 

In 1933, following the formation of the Lily Group, a Conference 
on Lilies, Nomocharis and Fritillarias was held. During the inter- 
vening quarter of a century great progress has been made in the hybrid- 
ization of Lilies, resulting in the production of many good garden plants. 
Another conference therefore seemed desirable and it was held from 
July 7 to July 10, 1959. A full report of it has been published in the 

ily Year-book. 

Following conferences held in 1954 in Missouri, and in 1957 in 
Hawaii, a Third World Orchid Conference, sponsored jointly by the 
American Orchid Society, the British Orchid Growers’ Association, and 
our Society, will be held in London in 1960 from May 30 to June 2. 
Programmes may be obtained from the Secretary. 


The Groups 
The Lily Group held two meetings in addition to participation in the 
Lily Conference, and at the Conference Show Members staged a co- 
operative display of Lilies. The Fruit Group held two meetings in 
London, and visited the National Fruit Trials and East Kent Packers 
Ltd., at Faversham. The Rhododendron Group visited Mrs. R. M. 
Stevenson’s garden at Tower Court, Ascot, and the Sunningdale 
Nurseries at Windlesham. 


Garden Advisory Service 


Requests for the services of the Society’s Garden Adviser have been 
numerous and are increasing as more and more Fellows appreciate how 
valuable advice given on the spot by a competent gardener can be. When 
two Fellows, with gardens separated by only a short distance, each have 
problems on which they need advice, it would enable the Garden 
Adviser to make the best use of his time, and be more economical for 
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the Fellows, if arrangements could be made for their gardens to be 
visited on the same day. As long notice as possible should be given and 
at least a fortnight’s is usually necessary. A leaflet on the Garden 
Advisory Service may be obtained from the Secretary. 


The Freeholds of the Halls 
Until this year the Society held the sites of its Halls on long leases. 
Having decided to sell the freeholds, our ground landlords offered 
them to the Society, and the Council decided to purchase. As a result 
the Society now owns not only its two Halls, but also the valuable sites 
on which they stand. 
The Library 
During the year, 326 books and major pamphlets have been added 
to the Library, notable among them being: 
The complete florist; or, The lady and gentleman’s recreation in the 
flower garden. 2nd ed. ¢. 1770. 

Le Rouge, G. L., Recueil des jardins anglo-chinots (17 further plates 
acquired for Library’s incomplete set). 1776-c. 1790. 

Koidzumi, G., Revisio Aceracearum Faponicum. 1911. 

Hegi, G. Illustrierte Flora von Mittel-Europa. 2e Aufl. Band III/1. 
1958. 

Quinby, J., Compiler. Catalogue of botanical books in the collection 
of Rachel McMaster Miller Hunt. Vol. 1. Printed books 1477- 
1700. 1958. 

Urquhart, B. L., Editor. The rhododendron. 1958. 

Backeberg, C. Die Cactaceae. Band 2. 1959. 

Grant, V., Natural history of the Phlox family. Vol. 1. 1959. 

Withner, C. L., Editor. The orchids: a scientific survey. 1959. 

The Council wishes to express its thanks for many gifts of books 
and periodicals presented during the year. 

One early book was bought, Herbarius Latinus, printed in Venice 
in 1520. 

a exchange agreements have been established and under these 
arrangements the periodicals Cedro, revista del Instituto de Estudios de 
Jardineria . . . (Madrid) and Cymbidium Society News (California) are 
now received. A subscription has been entered for The Orchid Journal, 
published in California, which is being issued again after a lapse of four 
years. A list of the Library’s numerous periodicals has recently been 
compiled and sent for incorporation into the forthcoming edition of 


The World List of Scientific Periodicals. 


The Long-Service Medal 


During the year one hundred and thirty-six applications were received 
for the Society’s Long-Service Medal which is available for award to 
a man or woman of British nationality, resident in the United Kingdom, 
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who has completed not less than forty years of satisfactory and con- 
tinuous employment as a gardener or in some other horticultural capacity 
in a private, commercial, public or botanical garden, nursery, market 
garden, fruit plantation or seed trial-ground with one employer or in 
one place. One hundred and twenty-six medals have been awarded, 
twenty-eight with one bar for an additional ten years and three with 
two bars for an additional twenty years. It is proposed to announce 
further awards each year during the month of November. 


The Farrer Trophy 


As plants suitable for the rock garden or alpine house interest a large 
number of Fellows and are exhibited at almost every Fortnightly Show 
throughout the year, the Council has decided to institute a special 
annual award to encourage such displays. The award will take the 
form of a silver cup to be known as “The Farrer Trophy’’, in commemo- 
ration of the late Reginald Farrer (1880-1920), a great amateur gardener, 
plant collector, author and authority on alpine plants. 


Publications 


The Journal was published regularly during the first half of the year 
but owing to the printing dispute during the summer the publication of 
the issues between July and December was much delayed and any in- 
convenience caused to Fellows thereby is much regretted. However, 
the full twelve issues and two parts of Proceedings have been published 
in the year and have maintained approximately the same size as in 1958. 
There has been a slight addition to the number of colour plates pub- 
lished, since a large proportion of articles now submitted for the 
Journal are sent with only colour plates as illustrations. Two parts of 
the Botanical Magazine have been issued, thus completing Volume 172. 
For the next volume the plates will be printed in colour collotype by 
The Chiswick Press and it is hoped thereby to secure an even better 
reproduction. 

The Daffodil and Tulip, Lily and Rhododendron and Camellia Year- 
books for 1960 have been published, although their dates of publication 
were delayed by the printing dispute. Unfortunately, owing to rising 
costs, it has been found necessary to raise the price of Year-books to 
12s. 6d. The Lily Year-book is a special ““Conference Issue” and con- 
tains all the papers read at the Lily Conference as well as other articles. 
It is consequently larger than usual issues and has six colour plates. 
The price of this special issue has been fixed at 153. 

Two further Penguin Handbooks have been published during the 
year. These are Annual and Biennial Flowers, by Mr. A. P. Balfour, 
V.M.H., and Rock Gardens, by Mr. E. B. Anderson. Both these 
volumes, as well as the 2nd edition of Roses, by Mr. F. Fairbrother, 
have had satisfactory sales. Two further volumes, Hardy Herbaceous 
Plants, by Mr. Lanning Roper, and The Cool Greenhouse, by Mr. G. W. 
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Robinson, were scheduled for publication in December, but owing to 
the printing dispute these will now be published in January 1960. Lawns 
for Garden and Playing Field, by Mr. R. B. Dawson, O.B.E., should 
appear in March 1960, and Chrysanthemums, by Mr. E. T. Thistle- 
thwaite, later in the year. The volume on Dahilias, by Mr. Stuart Ogg, 
has also been completed and several other titles should be ready for 
delivery to Penguin Books Ltd., in 1960. 

Part VIII to the Supplement to Elwes’s Monograph of the Genus 
Lilium, by Dr. W. B. Turrill, F.R.S., V.M.H., with drawings by 
Miss Margaret Stones, will be published early in 1960. The plates 
are being printed in eight-colour collotype by The Chiswick Press and 
it is regretted that the lengthy time required for this process, combined 
with the effects of the printing dispute, have delayed publication. The 
International Lily Register, compiled by Miss Gillian Peterson, has 
been completed and will be published early in 1960. 


Horticultural Education 


EXAMINATIONS—The normal programme of the Society’s Examinations 
was carried out in 1959. In the General Examination in Horticulture 
there were 986 candidates, of whom 427 were successful. For the 
Examination for the National Certificate in Elementary Horticulture, 
which was held at fourteen County Horticultural Institutes, there were 
223 candidates, of whom 210 were successful; 39 passing with Credit. 
The Teachers’ Diploma in School Gardening was awarded to 11 candi- 
dates. The National Diploma in Horticulture was obtained by 23 candi- 
dates and the National Diploma in Horticulture with Honours by one. 
As usual the practical tests forming part of the Examinations for the 
National Diploma in Horticulture and the Teachers’ Diploma in School 
Gardening were conducted at Wisley during the four months ending 
in August. 

SCHOOL OF HORTICULTURE— Thirty-five student-gardeners, including 
one from New Zealand and two from South Africa, are taking the two- 
year residential course of instruction at Wisley. Fourteen completed 
the course in September, 1959, and all except one gained the Wisley 
Diploma, six with Honours. 

Six past student-gardeners, and one taking the current course, 
gained the National Diploma in Horticulture in 1959. 

THE BOWLES MEMORIAL TRAVEL SCHOLARSHIP—There were no appli- 
cations for this scholarship in 1959. The conditions of award have 
therefore been revised and the range of eligibility extended to ‘“‘a holder 
of the National Diploma in Horticulture, or a student of or graduate in 
Horticulture or Botany at a British University, or a past or present 
student-gardener at the University Botanic Garden, Cambridge, the 
Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, the 
Society’s Gardens, Wisley, or other horticultural educational establish- 
ment. Applications must be received by September 30, 1960 
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Floral Arrangement Societies 


During the past few years numerous floral arrangement clubs and 
societies have sprung up all over the country, and in 1955 it seemed 
desirable that they should be linked together in one national organiza- 
tion. At the request of some prominent members of the movement our 
Society assisted in a scheme for gathering these essentially local bodies 
into seven area associations which it was hoped would in time become 
parts of a national association. That goal was reached during the past 
year and, in order to enable the newly formed National Association of 
Flower Arrangement Societies to acquire funds to meet its initial ex- 
penses, the Association was allowed the free use of the Halls for an 
inaugural exhibition which was held on July 14 and 15. The event was 
a great success, and the National Association of Flower Arrangement 
Societies is taking its place among the national specialist societies which 
foster particular aspects of horticulture. As shown in the calendar of 
shows in the January JOURNAL, the Association will hold another 
exhibition in the Halls on July 19 and 20. Fellows’ tickets will admit. 


The Gardens 


The winter of 1958-9 will long be remembered at Wisley, for the 
unusually foggy weather. Fog, much of which was “‘smog”’, was re- 
corded on no fewer than twenty-eight days. The weather throughout the 
winter however was not unduly cold. January was the coldest month, 
with twenty-four air frosts and twenty-five ground frosts. 

The spring was mild and moist, a change from the harsh dry spells 
of previous years. The summer and autumn were exceptionally fine 
with long spells of bright hot sunshine. Thunderstorms in July and 
August gave a boost to the rainfall. The average yearly rainfall is 
24°15 inches, and the total for the year ending October 31 was 21-62 
inches. During the summer the rainfall was often compared with that of 
1921, but during that year the total rainfall at Wisley was only 11-59 
inches. Drought conditions did prevail this year and ample proof was 
provided of the inadequacy of the present water supply for the Gardens, 
but losses among plants because of the drought are not serious as far 
as can be ascertained at present. Plans have been made for additional 
supplies for the future, and much of the preliminary work required for 
this has already been carried out. 

VISITORS TO THE GARDENS—The total number of visitors to the 
Gardens was 195,252, the highest number so far recorded—compared 
with 182,613 in the previous year, an increase of 12,639. The greatest 
number on one day was 4,784, on Saturday, May 23. The total number 
of Sunday visitors was 41,144, compared with 39,569 in the previous 
year. Visitors from overseas included the Deputy Director of the 
Moscow Botanic Garden, a party of growers from Finland, and several 
specialists attending the Lily Conference. The various demonstrations 
given by members of the staff were well attended. 
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the ONE HUNDRED AND 
FIFTY-SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING of the Fellows of the Society 
will be held in the Society’s Old Hall, Vincent Square, Westminster, 
on Tuesday, February 23, 1960, at 3 P.M., precisely, for the purpose of 
receiving the Report of the Council for the past year, and electing a 
President, Vice-Presidents, Treasurer, three Members of Council and 


an Auditor. 


By Order of the Council, 
A. SIMMONDS, 
Secretary 


THe Royat Society's OFFICcEs, 
VINCENT SQuARE, LONDON, S.W.1. 
January 22, 1960. 


ANNUAL MEETING 
To be held at 3 P.M., February 23, 1960 


AGENDA 

To confirm the Minutes of the last Annual Meeting, held on February 
24, 1959- 

To receive the Report of the Council. 
President’s Address. 
Treasurer’s Statement. 
Adoption of Report of the Council. 
Election of President. 
Election of Vice-Presidents. 
Election of Treasurer. 
Election of Three Members of Council. 
Election of Auditor. 
The President to move: 


“That as from this day a form of Membership in the Society to be called 
‘Junior Membership’ be established, and that the following new Bye-laws 
be adopted : 


CHAPTER V 
JUNIOR MEMBERS 


10. Any person interested in Horticulture and not having reached 
the age of 16 may be elected by the Council as a Junior Member of 
the Society provided that (1) every such person shall have been 
recommended to the Council for consideration by two persons, one 
of whom shall be a parent or guardian of the applicant and the other 
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AGENDA— continued 
not a parent or guardian of the applicant but a Fellow of the Society 
personally acquainted with the applicant, and that (2) he shall cease 
to be eligible at the end of the calendar year in which he attains the 
age of 16. 

11. Application for Junior Membership shall be made in the 
Form marked C in the Second Appendix hereto and the provisions 
of Bye-laws 3 and 4 shall apply to Junior Members so far as they 
are not varied by or inconsistent with the provisions of this Chapter. 

12. Junior Members shall not be subject to the Bye-laws relating 
to the retirement, disqualification and removal of Fellows. Any 
Junior Member shall be struck off the Society’s list and shall cease 
to belong to the Society if his subscription shall be in arrear on the 
last day of December or at any time if in the opinion of the Council 
he shall conduct himself in a manner derogatory to or unworthy of 
the character of the Society or prejudicial to its interests or objects. 


“That the present Bye-laws 10 and 13 be amended by inserting after 
‘Student Members’ the words ‘and Junior Members’. 
“That the following addition be made to the First Appendix to the 
Bye-laws: 
Junior Members 
4. A Junior Member shall pay an annual subscription of {1 1s. 
and shall be entitled to— 
(a) One ticket by and on production of which he may obtain 
personal admission to all Lectures and Shows of the Society, and to 
the Society’s Halls, Rooms, Gardens and Library, subject in every 


case to the regulations of the Council for the time being in force, but 
shall not be entitled to vote at any meeting of the Society and shall 
not be eligible to hold any office in the Society: 
(b) A copy of the Society’s Journal, post free. 
“That the following addition be made to the Second Appendix to the 
Bye-laws: 


FORM C 
FORM OF APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION AS A JUNIOR 

MEMBER OF THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

& (full name in block letters), 
born on hereby make application for 
admission as a Junior Member of The Royal Horticultural Society 
and undertake, should I be admitted, to observe the Bye-laws of the 
Society and the Rules and Regulations which may from time to time 
be made under the authority of the same for the government of the 
Society so long as I remain a Junior Member. 


Signed 
Address 


I, being a Parent/Guardian*® of the above-named applicant, certify 
that his/her* date of birth was as stated. I recommend him/her* as 
a suitable person for election as a Junior Member of the Society and 
I undertake to pay his/her* annual subscription of one guinea. 


Signed 
Address 
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Presentation 
Presentation 
Presentation 
Presentation 
Presentation 
Presentation 
Presentation 
Presentation 
Presentativn 
Presentation 


D.C.L., F 


V.M.H. 


Dr. és Se. 


The Royal Horticultural Society and not a parent or guardian of the 
above-named applicant, but personally acquainted with him/her* 
recommend him/her* as a suitable person for election as a Junior 


Member. 


“That the existing Bye-laws and Chapters be re-numbered as may be 
necessary as a result of the additions thereto above-mentioned and that 
the Bye-laws be amended to refer to the Application Form C added to 
the Second Appendix.” 


To consider the following resolution, proposed by Mr. G. L. Hey: 


“ That the sale of sundries be permitted at the Society’s Exhibitions and that 
the appropriate regulations be amended accordingly.” 


The following list of nominations of President, Vice-Presidents, 
Members of Council and Officers for election is circulated in accordance 


with Bye-law 66: 


As President: 
The Hon. Sik Davip Bowers Lyon, Mr. G. W. Leak Lord Aberconway. 
K.C.V.O., 


As Vice-Presidents: 

Mr. S. G. A. Doorensos 

Sir G. Hatton, C.B.E., M.A., 
D.Sc., F.R.S., V.M.H. 

Mr. G. W. Leak, V.M.H. 

Mr. F. CLEVELAND Morcan, M.A., 


Mr. B. Y. ” Morrison, B.Sc., M.L.A. The Hon. Sir David The Hon. Lewis 
Sir Epwarp J. Sa.ispury, C.B.E. Bowes Lyon. Palmer. 
DSe., LL.D. FRS. FLS 


Monsieur RoGcer L. pe VILMORIN, 


AGENDA—continued 


being a Fellow of 


Signed 
Address 


* Please cross out what does not apply. 


of the Victoria Medal of Honour. 
of Associate of Honour Badges. 
of the Veitch Memorial Medals. 
of the Loder Rhododendron Cup. 
of the A. J. Waley Medai. 

of the Lawrence Medal. 

of the Williams Memorial Medal. 
of the Holford Medal. 

of the George Moore Medal. 

of the Gordon-Lennox Cup. 


LIST OF NOMINATIONS 


Proposed by Seconded by 


V.M.H. 


.R.S.O. 
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AGENDA—Continued 
As Treasurer: 
The Hon. Lewis Patmer, F.L.S., 
V.M.H. 
As Members of Council: Proposed by Seconded by 


Col. The Lorp Dicsy, D.S.O., M.C., 
T.D., V.M.H. ; 


Mr. F. A. Secrett. Mr. T. Neame. 


Sir Eric Savill. Dr. H. V. Taylor. 


Sir Gites Loper, Br. ‘ ‘ . Sir Frederick Stern. Dr. George Taylor 
Mr. E. P. F. Sutton, M.B.E., V.M.H. Mr. J. L. Russell. Mr. H. G. Hillier. 


As Auditor: 


Mr. F. G. Featuer, F.C.A. . . Mr. S. Ogg. Mr. G. L. Pilking- 
ton. 


By Order of the Council, 
A. SIMMONDS, 
Secretary 
January 22, 1960. 


a 
— 
— 
: 
= 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1959 53 


ALTERATIONS—Alterations and improvements have been made in 
various parts of the Gardens, the most noteworthy being the formation 
of a new Model Vegetable Garden on the site of the old pear collection 
on Weather Hill. This will be cropped in 1960. A small nursery has 
been laid out on the site of the old experimental soil pits, and as the 
existing soil contains lime it is intended to demonstrate to visitors the 
cultivation of some plants which thrive in those conditions. On 
Battleston Hill the “‘Peatery”” has been exterided and quantities of 
primulas, meconopsis and lilies have been planted. New plantings have 
also been made of late-summer-flowering shrubs and other plants. 
Wisley-raised rhododendrons were again selected for consideration for 
awards by the special Committee and one named ‘Beefeater’ gained the 
First-class Certificate. The Rock Garden has been much improved by 
the installation of an electrically operated pump to circulate the water 
which feeds the waterfalls. “‘Floribunda” roses presented to the Gardens 
in 1958 provided a bright display. 

EXHIBITS—The Curator and members of the Gardens Staff were 
very much occupied throughout the winter and early spring in pre- 
paring plants which were to be exhibited at the great International 
Flower Show in Paris in April. The large British group there was 
designed by the Curator and the numerous plants required were packed, 
forwarded and staged under his supervision. Preparatory work is already 
well in hand for a large group to be exhibited at the Ghent Quinquennial 
Exhibition in Belgium in April 1960. The new oil-fuelled boilers are 
proving to be invaluable in providing the requisite temperatures for 
this work. 

GIFTS TO THE GARDENS—The Council wishes to express its gratitude 
for many gifts of plants and seeds and special mention is made of a 
collection of hemerocallis from Mr. W. Quinn Buck, L.A. State and 
County Arboretum, Arcadia, California, and a large collection of peren- 
nial and rock-garden plants from Messrs. Blooms Nurseries Ltd., 
Bressingham, Norfolk. Seeds for the Annual Border were again pre- 
sented by Messrs. Sutton & Sons Ltd., and Messrs. Watkins & Simpson 
Ltd. Collections of seeds were sent by way of exchange from a number 
of botanical and horticultural institutions throughout the world. 


ADVISORY WORK—The Laboratory staff continued to be very busy 
dealing with numerous inquiries on a wide range of horticultural 
subjects. There was a sustained interest in modern developments of 
weed control and suitable machinery for small gardens. The number 
of visitors making inquiries in the Laboratory was 2,055, compared 
with 1,700 in the previous year. The number of plant specimens 
received for identification during the year was approximately three 
thousand. The work of re-labelling plants in all parts of the Gardens 
has continued. 

SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATIONS—Breeding and selection of antirrhinums 
resistant to the rust fungus, Puccinia antirrhini, has been continued and 
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unlike last season this has been one of the best for ripening seed. Because 
of the inclement weather in 1958, seed of the two Wisley stocks which 
received awards in 1958, viz. “Toreador’ (red) and ‘Polaris’ (white) is 
still insufficient for distribution. A limited amount of work is still being 
carried out on the selection of parsnip stocks resistant to the trouble 
called canker. 

The Entomologist has completed the revision of the text of G. Fox 
Wilson’s book, The Detection and Control of Garden Pests. The Ento- 
mologist has been co-operating with nematologists from Rothamsted 
Experimental Station in the investigation of the condition affecting 
carrots in the Vegetable Trials. It has been suggested that the damage 
has been caused by the eelworm, Pratylenchus penetrans, which was 
found in affected roots. Trials of various nematicides has shown that 
treatment with methyl bromide gives a yield almost double that of the 
control plots. None of the treatments has, however, completely 
eliminated the condition. 

FLORAL AND VEGETABLE TRIALS—Despite the exceptionally hot dry 
season the plants in the trials in general made satisfactory growth and 
the results were the best since 1955. 

In the permanent flower trials, those of border carnations, daffodils, 
dahlias, delphiniums and sweet peas all flowered exceptionally well and 
were outstanding. The trial of paeonies on a new site opposite the 
annual border was inspected for the first time. The trials of dwarf, 
intermediate and tall bearded irises were affected by the wet sunless 
season of 1958 and gave disappointing results. Garden pinks were 
again divided into two sections and the section grown on small rocks 
near the Alpine House was particularly good. Interest in the very 
colourful dahlia trial appeared to be greater than ever. Michaelmas 
daisies did not appreciate the dry conditions and were disappointing. 
The other permanent trials included those of early-flowering chrys- 
anthemums, gladioli, lupins, pyrethrums, rhododendrons and varieties 
of hemerocallis. 

Of the invited flower trials the outstanding one was that of strains of 
petunia. Some 130 stocks, which included entries from America, 
Denmark, France, Germany, Holland, Japan, Sweden and Switzerland, 
produced a blaze of colour from June until late September. The trial 
of perennial gaillardias grown from seed proved to be very interesting 
and produced some level stocks which were improvements on existing 
varieties. The other invited trials grown from seed included annual 
gaillardias, cleomes, dimorphothecas, ipomoeas, polyanthuses, prim- 
roses and tuberous begonias. A trial of varieties of Begonia multiflora 
grown from tubers was also included in the list of invited trials. 

In the vegetable trials, that of main-crop culinary peas withstood the 
dry conditions exceptionally well and the trial was outstanding. The 
trial of white onions created interest in view of the need for varieties 
suitable for pickling, and the results were particularly good. Trials of 
broccoli, Brussels sprouts, climbing stringless beans and dwarf stringless 
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Photo, Valerie Finnis 

Fic. 14—Echium pininana. Unusually fine spikes of this plant growing in the 

garden of MRS. BOYS ADAMS in Devonshire. These were raised from seeds sown 
in 1957 (see page 92) 
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Fic. 18—Lilium ‘Sutton Court’, one of the Backhouse hybrids growing well at 
Crittenden House (see p. 86) 


Photos, 7. E. Downward 
Fic. 19—Part of the lawn showing the undulating edges of the shrub beds 
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beans were also grown. A trial of turnips was grown under Dutch lights 
and frames early in the year and this was followed by a successful trial 
of melons. 

FRUIT DEPARTMENT (GARDENS)—The exhibit staged in the Scientific 
Section of Chelsea Show dealing with ‘The treatment of newly planted 
soft fruits” received considerable attention. In the orchards the long 
summer drought caused premature leaf-fall on many apples and plums 
and it remains to be seen next season to what extent the trees were 
weakened. The outstanding crop was plums and, although most 
varieties were small through lack of water, some of the more difficult 
gages have never looked better, and ripened to perfection. Strawberries 
naturally suffered in the very hot weather, but ‘Cambridge Favourite’ 
withstood the drought amazingly well. 

Large quantities of fruit continue to be received for naming and in 
the last complete season almost 2,000 samples were dealt with. For this 
alone the varietal collections maintained at Wisley prove invaluable. 


National Fruit Trials 


As the National Fruit Trials at Wisley are to close down in 1960, 
grubbing of the trees and bushes has continued and it is hoped that 
a sufficiently large area will have been cleared by the spring for the 
land to be put down to agricultural crops. The N.F.T. collection of 
varieties of pear, situated in the Gardens, has now been handed over 
to the Society to form part of its fruit collection. The trees and bushes 
that remained in the trial grounds were seriously affected by frost 
during the spring of 1959 and the crop was a very light one. 

It might be of interest to record that when the National Fruit Trials 
were started in 1922 they were the first of their kind, not only in this 
country but in the world. The reason for transferring them to Kent is 
that they have grown too large for the land available at Wisley, which 
is not in any case really suitable for fruit growing. The trials are now 
being continued by the Ministry of Agriculture. The Society’s 
Fruit Group has already paid a visit to the new station. 


Obituary 
It is with great regret that the Council records the death of Prof. E. S- 
Salmon, an Honorary Fellow, and of Mr. W. Dallimore, V.M.H., an 
authority on conifers. The Society has also suffered a great loss by the 
death of three Members of Committees: Mr. H. M. Edelston, an 
authority on crocuses; Mr. K. Luxford, an expert on chrysanthemums ; 
and Lord Strathcona and Mount Royal, an enthusiastic grower of 
rhododendrons and sometime a Member of Council. 

The ranks of Associates of Honour have been thinned by the death 
of Mr. A. J. Ashmore, Mr. F. S. Barron, Mr. J. Buckman, Mr. L. J. 
Cook, Mr. A. W. Gower, Mr. C. E. Mason and Mr. D. F. McIntosh. 
The Council also noted with great regret the deaths of Mr. F. 


ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1959 


: 
a 
: 
| 
} 
a 
: 
4 
aq = 
: 
2 : 


56 JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 


Galsworthy, and Miss N. Roberts, two talented painters of flowers, 
Capt. B. H. B. Symons-Jeune, a skilful garden architect and breeder 
of phloxes; Edith, Marchioness of Londonderry, an enthusiastic 
amateur gardener, and Mr. H. L. Wettern, a keen rosarian. 


Annual Awards 


THE VICTORIA MEDAL OF HONOUR—The Victoria Medal of Honour was 
established “to enable the Council to confer conspicuous honour on 
those British Horticulturists resident in the United Kingdom whom it 
might from time to time consider deserving of special honour at the 
hands of the Society”. The number of recipients is restricted to 63, 
the number of years of Queen Victoria’s reign. One vacancy having 
occurred in the roll, the distinction has been awarded to Mr. R. B. 
Cooke, an authority on the cultivation of Himalayan and other alpine 
plants. 

ASSOCIATESHIP OF HONCUR—The Associateship of Honour, which is 
conferred on “persons of British Nationality who have rendered distin- 
guished service to Horticulture in the course of their employment”’, 
has been awarded to Mr. T. C. Barbour, M.V.O., Superintendent, 
Central Royal Parks; Mr. P. Greensmith, M.B.E., Superintendent of 
Parks, City of Nairobi, Mr. L. E. Morgan, N.D.H., Horticultural 
Adviser, Ministry of Transport; Mr. J. Newell, M.B.E., Curator, The 
John Innes Horticultural Institution; and Mr. W. A. Prior, Head Pro- 
pagator, Messrs. Hillier & Sons. 

THE VEITCH MEMORIAL MEDAL—The awards made under the Veitch 
Memorial Trust “to those who have helped in the advancement and 
improvement of the science and practice of Horticulture”’ are as follows: 
Gold Medal, to Mr. A. Gordon Forsyth for his journalistic work; Gold 
Medal, to Miss B. Havergal, N.D.H., for her services to horticulture, 
especially in the field of horticultural education; Gold Medal, to Mr. 
G. W. Leak for his services to horticulture as a Member of Council and 
as Chairman of Committees; Silver Medal, to Mr. Lanning Roper for 
his writings on gardens. 

THE LODER RHODODENDRON CuP, which is awarded for work in 
connexion with rhododendrons, has been awarded to Mrs. R. M. 
Stevenson. 

THE A. J. WALEY MEDAL, which is awarded “‘to a working gardener 
who has helped the cultivation of rhododendrons”, has been awarded to 
Mr. F. Wynniatt. 

THE LAWRENCE MEDAL, “for the best exhibit shown to the Society 
during the year”, has been awarded to Messrs. Thomas Rochford & 
Sons Ltd. for an exhibit of house plants at Chelsea Show. 

THE WILLIAMS MEMORIAL MEDAL, “for a group of plants and/or cut 
blooms of one genus (fruit and vegetables excluded) which show 
excellence in cultivation”, has been awarded to Messrs. John Waterer, 
Sons and Crisp Ltd. for an exhibit of camellias on March 24. 
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THE HOLFORD MEDAL, “‘for the best exhibit of plants and/or flowers 
(fruit and vegetables excluded) shown by an amateur during the year 
in the Society’s Halls, has been awarded to Mr. H. W. B. Schroder 
(Grower, Mr. R. C. Farmer) for an exhibit of cymbidiums on March 24. 

THE GEORGE MOORE MEDAL, “for the new Cypripedium which shows 
the greatest improvement on those of the same or similar parentage 
and which was submitted to the Society during the year”, has been 
awarded to Messrs. R. & E. Ratcliffe for Cypripedium (Heartsease g.) 
‘Pearl’. 

THE GORDON-LENNOX cCupP, for the best exhibit of fruit shown by 
an amateur during the year, has been awarded to Mr. John Wyndham 
(Gardener, Mr. F. Streeter, V.M.H.) for an exhibit of fruit on 


August 11. 


Committees, Judges, Lecturers and Examiners 
Once again the Council wishes to record its thanks to those who have 
given so freely of their time and knowledge to the Society’s work by 
serving on Committees or by acting as Judges, Lecturers or Examiners, 
for it is appreciated that without their help it would be impossible for 
the Society’s work to be carried on. 


The Press 


The Council also wishes to thank the Press for the help and support 
constantly given to the Society and its activities. 


The Council 


Under Bye-law 52, ‘“‘In every year the three Members of Council . . . 
who have been longest in office since their election shall retire im- 
mediately after the end of the annual meeting”. The retiring Members 
in February 1960 are Mr. G. W. Leak, the Hon. Lewis Palmer and 
Mr. J. L. Russell. The Society is greatly indebted to them for all the 
work they have done, and Fellows will be glad to learn that Mr. Palmer 
has allowed himself to be nominated for re-election as Treasurer and 
that all three have agreed to continue to serve on various Committees. 

Unfortunately we are also losing Mr. T. T. Barnard, who feels that 
he should relinquish his seat on the Council because he has to be abroad 
for three or four months during the coming year. It is hoped that his 
absence from the Council will be only temporary. 

Signed on behalf of the Council, 
D. BOWES LYON, 
President. 

December 11, 1959. 
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ACCOUNTS 
AND 
BALANCE SHEETS 


1959 


4 

= 
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To Lonpon— 
ESTABLISHMENT EXPENSES LESS ALLOCATIONS— 
Rent, Rates and Taxes . . 
Salaries and Wages i 
Other Establishment Light, 
Fuel, Stationery, Professional fees, Renewals, etc. 


WIsLeYy— 
Net Expenditure for Year, as per separate Account. 


PuBLICATIONS— 
Journal . 
Other Publications 


Less Sales, Advertisements and Royalties 


Starr PENSION SCHEME . 


MEETINGS— 

Expenses, Labour and Overheads of ina and other 
Meetings 
Less Receipts 


Cups AND MEDALS 


CONTRIBUTIONS TO LINDLEY LisrRarRy, as per Trust 


Account— 
Salaries, etc. . 


»» SPECIAL ExPpENDITURE— 


Donations 
Contribution to the cost of the ¢ British Exhibit at Paris 


» BoTANICAL MAGAZINE . 


», EXAMINATIONS IN HorTICULTURE— 
Expenses . 
Less Fees . 


»» SCHOLARSHIP 
Less Contributions 
Worshipful Company of Gardeners 
Sir James Knott Trust : 


38,562 
14,797 


53.359 
24,180 


39,717 


60,539 


29,179 


2,631 


135 
139,721 


Dr. GENERAL REVENUE & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT % = 

1958 

£ £ £ £ 
z 

5,694 5,058 

18,565 20,084 

14,144 14,575 

58,745 

14,185 

50.915 

—— 47,134 — 

” 

50,993 52,989 = 
43,635 52,342 a 

” 

874 = 

— 1,232 

. . . . 961 

300 300 

£ 4 

435 135 

— 
— 


FOR THE YEAR ENDED 3ist DECEMBER, 1959 


1958 
133,293 By ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS AND DONATIONS . 
12,268 »» DIVIDENDS AND INTEREST . 
Less Allocated to— 
5,467 Old and New Halls Rebuilding Reserve . 


198 Shows Contingency Reserve . 
215 Supplementary Pension Reserve 


5,880 


», Hay Letrines, Gross . 


LIFE COMPOSITIONS— 
Being amounts transferred in respect of Life 
Fellows who have died during the year 


»» RENT OF FREEHOLD PRoPERTY (Wisley) 
», RESTAURANTS— 
Receipts, less Expenditure (including proportion of 
Overheads) 


»» BOTANICAL MAGAZINE— 
Net Proceeds of Sales of Old Plates and Texts 


vA 


162,467 Carried forward af 


61 


12,492 


£ 
142,646 


Cr. 
6,408 
: 227 ; 
6,968 
735 616 
1,015 1,052 
4 36 620 
/ 
/ 
169,691 


Dr. 


GENERAL REVENUE & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 


1958 
£ 


139,418 Brought forward 


3,366 


2,000 


5,000 


5,683 
£162,467 


To O_p anp New HAtts REeBuILDING Reserve AppRo- 


», SUPPLEMENTARY PENSION RESERVE APPROPRIATION 
», TRANSFER TO CONTINGENCY RESERVE 


,, TRANSFER TO PROVISION FOR MAINTENANCE OF 
Premises, LONDON 


», TRANSFER TO PROVISION FOR MAINTENANCE OF 
PLANT AND PREMISES, WISLEY 


»» BALANCE, added to General Reserve 


£ 
139,721 


3,366 


2,000 


1,000 


2,604 
£169,691 
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FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1959—cont. Cr. 


1958 
£ 


£ 
162,467 Brought forward . ‘ : . 169,691 


£169,691 


£162,457 
63 


To EsTABLISHMENT ExPENSES— 
Salanes and Wages. 
Rates, Taxes and Insurances 


Miscel 
Annuities . 


», LABORATORY AND SCHOOL oF HorTICULTURE— 
Salaries and Wages 
Miscellaneous . 
Depreciation of Equipment 


GARDENS— 
Salaries and Wages. 
Hostel—-Maintenance and Board . 
Seed Distribution less Receipts 
Miscellaneous. 
Depreciation of Plant and Equipment : 


NATIONAL Fruit TRIALS— 
(Direct expenditure) 


Wages 
Miscellaneous 


STaFF PENSION SCHEME . 


38,711 


2,275 


2,008 


£71,721 


Dr. WISLEY GARDENS—REVENUE & EXPENDITURE “= 
1958 
—— 3,410 
£70,088 9 


ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1959 


1958 


By Drvipenps AND INTEREST ON WISLEY ENDOWMENT FUND 
»» GARDENS— 
Miscellaneous Receipts 


» NATIONAL Fruit TrRIALsS— 


Sales 332 
Grant from Ministry of Agriculture—current | year . 1,440 
Grant from of Agriculture— Supplementary 

1946 to 1956 . 


», BALANCE, carried to General Revenue and Expenditure 


Account 


£71,721 


Cr. 
4 
4 £ £ £ £ 
= 6,016 8,483 
q = 
1,440 
2,171 
£70,088 
65 
fk 


122,428 
5,683 
128,11T 
4,559 (Loss) 
123,552 


373,552 


149,034 


34,988 
570,598 


CAPITAL FUNDS AND RESERVES 
ACCUMULATED Funps AccouNT 


GENERAL Reserve ACCOUNT— 
—- at 31st December, 1958 . 123,552 
dd Balance of Revenue and Expenditure 
"haan 31st December, 1959 . ‘ 2,604 
126,156 


Add Net Profit on Realization of Investments 1,377 
127,533 


REBUILDING AND OTHER RESERVES 


OLp AND New HAtts Resui_pInc ResErvE— 


Balance at 31st December, 1958 
Add Allocation of Dividends and Interest 
Allocation from Revenue and Expenditure 


SHows CONTINGENCY RESERVE— 


Balance at 31st December, 1958 
Add Allocation of Dividends and Interest 


SUPPLEMENTARY PENSION RESERVE— 


Balance at 31st December, 1958 . 
Add Allocation of Dividends and Interest 
Allocation from Revenue and Expenditure 


CONTINGENCY RESERVE— 
Allocation from Revenue and apentines 
Account 


189,392 


LIFE COMPOSITIONS 


As at 31st December, 1958 

Less Amount transferred to Revenue in 
respect of Life Fellows who have died 
during the year 


Add Compositions received during the year 


35,096 


THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY— | 

1958 

| 

140,201 149,034 
5,467 6,408 

3,366 3,366 
—— 158,808 
5,090 5,288 
198 227 

5,521 7,736 
aig 333 4 
2,000 2,000 9 4 
——— 97,796 —— _ 10,069 
15,000 

pa —— 

34,701 34,988 
735 616 _ 
33,966 34,372 


BALANCE SHEET, 31st DECEMBER, 1959 


1958 


FIXED ASSETS 
LONDON— 
FREEHOLD LAND (OLD AND New HALts) at Cost 34,131 
98,314 OLp HaLt BUILDING AND EquiPMENT AT Cost 98,314 
168,497 New BUILDING AND AT CosT 169,419 


267,733 


266,811 


(Note.—The replacement of these Assets is pro- 
vided for partly by means of the Rebuilding 
Reserve per contra and also by charging the cost 
of replacement of Equipment direct to Revenue.) 


WISLEY— 
71,789 FREEHOLD LAND AND BuILpINGs, AT Cost . 74,696 


18,320 Less Amounts written off ; . 18,320 


53,469 

VEHICLES AND EquIPMENT— 
10,088 As at 31st December, 1958 ; ; ‘ 9,497 
Purchased during year. 


Depreciation for the year 


9,497 
367,317 


329,777 


INVESTMENTS at cost 


REPRESENTING REBUILDING AND OTHER RE- 

162,058 SERVES, as per contra - ‘ : 189,392 
272,072 


261,580 


(Market Value 31st December, 1959 £260,460) 


PUBLICATIONS IN COURSE OF 
2,527, PRODUCTION 610 


CURRENT ASSETS 


BoTANICAL MaGazine Stock (Nominal Value) 


18,337 Sunpry DEBTORS AND PAYMENTS IN ADVANCE . 19,354 
147 BALANCES AT BANK AND CASH IN HAND . : 6,3 
Deposit AT BANK—LINDLEY LisrRaRy TRUST . 


658,106 


625,002 Carried forward 


i 
£ £ £ £ £ 
11,086 10,612 : 
1.589 11538 
100 100 
——— 20,636 —— 328,599 


THE ROYAL HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY— 


1958 
£ £ £ 
570,598 Brought forward 4 602,021 


PROVISIONS 


Lonpvon, MAINTENANCE OF PREMISES— 


Balance at 31st December, 1958 
Less Expended during the year . 


Add Transfer from Revenue and penal 
ture Account 


Wistey, MAINTENANCE OF PLANT AND 
PREMISES— 


Balance at 31st December, 1958 
Less Expended during year ‘ 


Add Transfer from Revenue and eee 
ture Account . 


11,021 
CHELSEA SHOW Works— 
Balance at 31st December, 1958 2,972 


CURRENT LIABILITIES 


4,900 SUBSCRIPTIONS IN ADVANCE . 4 
MEMORIAL AND OTHER TRUST FuNps— 


Balances of Income Accounts in the hands of 
2,289 the Society as per Separate Schedule 


Linp.Ley Lisrary TRust— 


Proceeds of Sale of Duplicate Copies less 
2,042 Purchases therefrom 
18,751 Sunpry CREDITORS 
4,262 Bank Overdraft 
32,244 31,627 


£625,002 £658,106 


I have audited the above Balance Sheet, dated 31st December, 1959, and have obtained all the 
drawn up so as to exhibit a true and fair view of the state of the Society’s affairs according to the 


: 

— 494 4,465 4a 

7000 .... 3 

| 

«66,906 —— 10,465 a 

7,090 F 2,661 
i 7,682 10,021 Ee 
—— 12,682 

22,160 —— 24,458 

.. 
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BALANCE SHEET, 3ist DECEMBER, 1959—cont. 


1958 
625,002 Brought forward . 


£625,002 £658,106 


information and explanations I have required. In my opinion such Balance Sheet is properly 
best of my information and the explanations given to me and as shown by the books of the 


F. G. FEATHER, F.C.A., Auditor, 
(Harper, FEATHER & PATERSON, Chartered Accountants), 
18th January, 1960 1-4 Copthall Chambers, 
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4 Angel Court, 
an London, E.C. 2. 
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WISLEY GARDENS—BALANCE 


1958 
£ 
85,501 ACCUMULATED FUNDS ACCOUNT 


ENDOWMENT TRUST FUND 


Balance at 31st December, 1958 
Add Surplus on Repayment of Capital 


£110,031 


I have audited the books from which the above Balance Sheet is compiled and certify that it 
the Endowment Trust Fund is not available for use by the Society. 


85,501 i 
16 
666,550 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 
£110,031 
4 
7° 


SHEET, DECEMBER, 1959 


1958 


LABORATORY, DWELLING HOUSES, GLASS 
HOUSES, RANGES, ETC., at Cost 


As at 31st December, 1958 


35,846 35,846 


HOSTEL AND RESTAURANT, at cost 


49,055 As at 31st December, 1958 ‘ 49,655 
85,501 


N.B.—The Hanbury Trust Estate is, under the 

Trust Deed, vested in the Society only sc 
long as it is in a position to use it as an 
Experimental Garden. Accordingly the 
above Expenditure thereon by the Society 
is an Asset only so long as the Gardens 
continue to be used by the Society. 


ENDOWMENT TRUST FUND INVESTMENTS, 


24,530 at cost 
(Market value at 31st December, 1959 £21,498) 


24,530 


£110,031 £110,031 


exhibits a true and fair statement of the position on the 31st December, 1959. The Capital of 


F. G. FEATHER, F.C.A., Auditor, 
(Harper, FEATHER & Paterson, Chartered Accountants), 
1~4 Copthall Chambers, 
Angel Court, 
London, E.C. 2 


18th January, 1960. 
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JOURNAL OF THE 
ROYAL HORTICULTURAL 
SOCIETY 


PART TWO 


February 1960 


THE SECRETARY’S PAGE 


ANNOUNCEMENTS—FEBRUARY AND MARCH 


Annual General Meeting—The Annual General Meeting to re- 
ceive the Report of the Council for 1959 and a statement of accounts 
for that year will be held on Tuesday, February 23, 1960, at 3 P.M. The 
meeting will be held in the Old Hall, as in recent years, in order that 
there may be ample room for all who wish to attend. It is hoped that 


as many Fellows as possible will be present. 


Shows 
Fortnightly Flower Show and Orna- 
iene February ‘an mental Plant Competition, in the 
10 A.M. to 5 P.M. New Hall. 
TueEspay, February 23 Fortnightly Flower Show, in the New 
12 NOON to 6 P.M. Hall. 
WEDNESDAY, February 24 Annual General Meeting at 3 P.M. on 
10 A.M. to § P.M. February 23, in the Old Hall. 
Tuespay, March 8 Fortnightly Flower Show, Ornamental 
12 NOON to 6 P.M. Plant Competition and Alpine Garden 
Wepnespay, March 9 Society’s Competition, in the New 
10 A.M. to 5 P.M. Hall. 
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Tuespay, March 22 Fortnightly Flower Show and Daffodil 
12 NOON to 6 P.M. Competition in the New Hall. 
Wepnespay, March 23 British Orchid Growers’ Association’s 


10 A.M. to 5 P.M. Show, in the Old Hall. 


Lectures 

Tuespay, February 9 at 3 P.M. “The Uses of Modern Insecticides”, by 
DR. P. BECKER. 

Tugspay, March 8, at 3 P.M. “Flower Photography”, by mr. J. E. 
DOWNWARD, F.I.B.P. 

Tuespay, March 22, at 3 P.M. “Bulbous Plants in Grass’’, by MR. w. M. 

CAMPBELL, N.D.H., V.M.H. 


Demonstrations at Wisley—The following demonstrations will 
be given at Wisley, those on the succeeding days being in each case 
repetitions of that given on the first. 


February 24-26. Pruning of Roses. (Commencing at 2 P.M.) 


March 2-3. Seed Sowing and Vegetative Propagation of Alpines. 
(Commencing at 2 P.M.) 
March 16-17. Pests and Diseases of Fruit Trees; Recognition and 


Methods of Control. (Commencing at 2 P.M.) 


Winter-flowering Plant Competition—In order to bring to the 
notice of Fellows some of the plants which bloom in the open during 
the winter and early spring, three new competitions for ornamental 
plants grown in the open by amateurs have been arranged for the first 
three months of 1960. One was held on January 26 and 27, another is 
to be held on February g and 1o and the third on March 8 and g. 
Schedules may be obtained from the Secretary. 

The Westonbirt Orchid Medal—This new medal! has been pre- 
sented to the Society by MR. H. G. ALEXANDER, V.M.H., in commemoration 
of the collection of Orchids made at Westonbirt, and with a view to 
encouraging the breeding and exhibition of Orchids and to providing 
a means of recognizing outstanding achievements in connexion with 
Orchids. The medal, which is to be struck in gold, is offered for award 
for the first time in 1960 for the best new Cymbidium shown to the 
Society during the year. 

International Orchid Conference, 1960—The Third World 
Orchid Conference, which is being sponsored jointly by the American 
Orchid Society, the British Orchid Growers’ Association and The Royal 
Horticultural Society, will be held in London in May. The first con- 
ference was held in St. Louis, Missouri, U.S.A., in 1954, and the second 
in Hawaii in 1957. 

The exhibition of orchids arranged in connexion with the Conference 
will be staged at Chelsea Show on Tuesday, Wednesday, ‘Thursday and 
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Friday, May 24-27, and the Conference will be held in the following 
week on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, May 30 and 31, 
June 1 and 2. Excursions to leading orchid growers’ establishments 
will be arranged on Friday and Saturday, May 27 and 28, and on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, June 3, 4 and 5. 

A joint committee of the three sponsoring bodies is arranging a 
comprehensive programme covering a wide range of subjects of interest 
to amateur and professional orchid growers, and orchid specialists from 
Australia, Belgium, Ceylon, Colombia, England, France, Germany, 
Japan, Malaya, South Africa, South America, Sweden and the United 
States of America have accepted invitations to deliver papers. 

The Preliminary Programme is now available and anyone who wishes 
to have a copy should write to The Secretary, The Third World Orchid 
Conference, c/o The Royal Horticultural Society, Vincent Square, 


London, S.W.1. 


NOTES FROM WISLEY 


NOTES FROM WISLEY 
HARDY FRUITS 
E. G. Gilbert 


ISLEY has for many years past been the home of The National 

Fruit Trials—to be exact, since 1922. It is, therefore, not sur- 
prising that although the Trials have nearly completed their move to 
Kent, they are still uppermost in many people’s minds where fruit at 
Wisley is concerned. The Royal Horticultural Society was quick to 
realize, however, that the loss of the old Trials orchards and varietal 
collections would create an unthinkable gap in the pattern of Wisley and 
so plans were made to develop a new fruit field here in which varietal 
collections of hardy fruits would be built up (see “Recent Developments 
in Fruit Culture at Wisley, R.H.S. JourNAL, 78, 408). Planting com- 
menced in 1949 and the new plantation is now very much a reality with 
apples and plums in full bearing. Collections of other fruits are also 
being established, but the new plantations are in no way connected with 
The National Fruit Trials, as many visitors mistakenly believe. A very 
close contact with the Trials is, of course, maintained and provision 
has been made for the addition of promising new varieties, particularly 
any likely to be of value to the amateur grower. These will be regularly 
examined and tested by the Society’s specialist Fruit and Vegetable 
Committee so that outstanding new varieties can be recommended to 
Fellows and gardeners in general. 

The new fruit field lies just beyond the original wind-break boundary 
on the south-western side of the gardens. It has the advantage of being 
on a hill (some 150 feet above sea-level) and thus escapes the full severity 
of any late spring frosts that may occur. Of the 16 acres approximately 
12 have so far been planted. These contain the apple and plum collec- 
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tions—about 525 varieties of apple and some 180 of plum. Strawberries 
are also included and a number of peaches are being tried as free-growing 
bushes. 

An even earlier post-war development was the laying-out of the 
Model Fruit Gardens which are conveniently situated en route to the 
new plantations. These have proved immensely popular and—more 
important—educational. Forms of training suitable for the small garden 
are represented and these together with an avenue of trained trees at the 
entrance to the new field arouse much interest. On ground adjacent to 
the Model Fruit Gardens are varietal collections of pears (over 250 
varieties), black and red currants and gooseberries; new varieties will 
also be added here as and when they prove worthy of inclusion. 

The natural soil at Wisley is Bagshot sand and although a com- 
mercial grower would never consider it for fruit-growing many thousands 
of private gardeners have no option. It is perhaps fitting therefore that 
the Society should find itself in the same predicament because results 
here have in many cases exceeded expectations. On such a soil the key 
to success undoubtedly lies in the liberal use of humus-forming material 
and this need not always be well-rotted manure. Compost, peat and 
leaf-mould are all useful alternatives and their use before and after 
planting can mean all the difference between success and failure. 

The development and maintenance of the orchards and gardens is 
only one aspect of the work carried out on hardy fruits at Wisley. The 
live material provides an ideal opportunity for regular demonstrations 
both to Fellows and to the student gardeners—the one in November for 
Fellows on winter pruning frequently attracting more than two hundred 
people. During the spring, much time is devoted to the recording of 
flowering periods for apples, pears and plums. It is not generally realized 
that all varieties of a particular fruit do not necessarily flower at the same 
time. Cross-pollination between two or more varieties is imperative in 
the case of many tree fruits if a crop is to be obtained and any trees 
planted must therefore have similar flowering periods. Thus the value of 
flowering records taken over a period of years can be imagined when 
dealing with advisory queries. 

The Society provides, for a small fee, one of the few recognized 
channels for the naming of fruit. Parcels arrive between August and 
December in continual succession and anything up to 2,000 samples 
are dealt with. It is in connection with this work that the varietal 
collections are of greatest value to us at Wisley. No description, 
painting or photograph can ever approach the usefulness of the specimen 
fruit itself for comparative purposes and as many as 120 of the 520 apple 
varieties grown here have been received in one season. Some specimens 
are, as might be expected, unidentifiable. They may well be a local 
variety or, more often than not, a seedling. In this connection it should 
perhaps be pointed out that any pip or stone planted will give rise to 
what is, in effect, a new variety. If therefore would-be senders of fruit 
know or suspect that a particular tree is a seedling, that much should be 
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stated in the accompanying letter. A leaflet is available giving details of 
the fruit-naming service and this should be asked for before submitting 
specimens if any doubt exists as to what material is required. The 
majority of fruits received prove identifiable; most of them are apples, 
the remaining small percentage being of pears, plums and other fruits. 
As might be expected certain varieties come in over and over again. 
In 1959 the most numerous were : ‘Cox’s Orange Pippin’, 50; ‘Bramley’s 
Seedling’, 49; ‘Blenheim Orange’, 35; ‘Laxton’s Superb’, 34; ‘Lane’s 
Prince Albert’, 30; ‘James Grieve’, 28; ‘Newton Wonder’, 27; ‘Charles 
Ross’, 21; ‘Allington Pippin’, 15; ‘Lord Lambourne’, 14; ‘Worcester 
Pearmain’, 13; ‘Peagood’s Nonsuch’, 10. 

These and many other varieties were received from all quarters, 
including the Scillies, the Isle of Man, the Western Isles and the 
Channel Islands. The outstanding variety last year was undoubtedly 
‘Blenheim Orange’, many of the fruits handled being of exhibition 
standard. Many samples from the north of England were of unusually 
good quality, a direct result, no doubt, of the fine summer and early 
autumn. 

In addition to fruit naming, there are, as might be expected, 
numerous letters asking for advice on cultural matters. These come 
from all parts of the British Isles as well as from overseas and are dealt 
with as fully as circumstances permit, although it can be appreciated 
that trying to give advice on pruning an apple tree one has never seen 
is not the easiest of occupations! 

Visitors to Wisley are mainly conscious of the ornamental features 
of the gardens and some may not realize the interest that the Society 
takes in other, and perhaps less spectacular, branches of horticulture. 
It is with this in mind that these notes have been written. 
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THE MAKING OF A NEW GARDEN: 
CRITTENDEN HOUSE, MATFIELD, 
KENT 


B. P. Tompsett 


T was with great diffidence that I accepted the invitation of the Editor 
j write a short account of the making of my garden. I was encouraged 
to agree by the hope that an account of the experiences and difficulties 
of one with little qualification for the task might be of some small 
assistance and encouragement to others faced with establishing a new 
garden or re-planning an old one, and wishing to get results in the 
minimum of time. 
The High Weald of Kent and Sussex, on the northern border of 
which Crittenden lies, was during mediaeval and Tudor times the source 
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of much of England’s iron. The Wealden forests, the remainder of 
which contribute so much to the beauty of the district, provided the fuel 
for smelting the iron ore, while the nearby streams turned the water 
wheels which drove the machinery. It is pleasing to see how nature can 
heal the scars of industry. 

When we first saw the land, the three large ponds (which now 
contribute so much to the garden) were choked and their banks covered 
with a thicket of trees and undergrowth. The old farmhouse nearby was 
barely visible behind a hedge and through a mass of bushes. It had a 
small lawn in front, confined by a privet hedge, an impoverished kitchen 
garden at the side, and a neglected apple orchard at the back, bounded 
on the east by a belt of woodland. Attempts at decorative gardening 
were very meagre indeed but the ground had a southern slope and a 
pleasantly undulating contour. 

The farmhouse and four acres of land had once belonged to the 
adjacent farm, which I already owned. When the early seventeenth 
century house came into the market in 1955 I felt that I must take the 
opportunity of re-uniting it with its land. The task of turning the four 
acres of wilderness into a garden seemed a formidable one indeed, but 
there were definite possibilities even though it was quite clear that their 
realization would involve a lot of labour and a certain amount of in- 
genuity as well. 

In my various farming operations over a number of years I had had 
discussion on my soil problems with MR. BASIL FURNEAUX, and knew him 
to be a keen gardener into the bargain. I asked him to join me in a more 
detailed exploration of the site. He brought his auger and made a 
number of borings in the ground, which revealed the fact that an 
important geological boundary ran right across the middle of it. The 
pits had been dug in the Wadhurst Clay, which contains the iron ore, 
and the higher land to the north lay on Tunbridge Wells sand. As a 
result we had a contrast between badly drained heavy clay—the top 
soil very shallow in places—and, on the higher land, deep well-drained 
light loamy soil; whilst the last was moderately acid, some of the clay 
had been heavily limed in the past to help to make it more workable. 
There was thus a great variety of soil conditions. How many people 
are lucky enough in so small an area to have suitable land for both 
rhododendrons and roses? A detailed survey of the soil laid the basis 
for the pattern of all subsequent operations. 

After having determined the types of soil the next step was to test 
the soil acidity in various parts to know where one could site those plants 
which tolerate alkaline soil and where those which demand acid condi- 
tions. It is also wise to have the soil tested to determine the potash, 
phosphate and magnesium status, and to look for any signs of trace 
element deficiency symptoms in the plants already growing. The effect 
of the latter is, however, not usually of great importance in the orna- 
mental garden. I suggest that manuring is not such a difficult subject as 
some would have us believe. If well rotted farmyard manure is available 
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this is the ideal and supplies moisture retaining, soil improving, micro- 
organism-encouraging humus, as well as all the important soil elements. 
If not available, compost or leaf mould may be substituted. Apart 
from this, mineral phosphate and potash should be applied where the 
soil is not naturally well supplied to encourage good rooting and give 
quality. Inorganic nitrogen (e.g. sulphate of ammonia or nitro chalk) 
is useful to get quick growth but must be used with great care to avoid 
rank soft growth. One’s experience is the best guide to the amount to 
be used. If the soil is in good condition no extra nitrogen will probably 
be necessary except, perhaps, on roses and certain shrubs which bloom 
on the current year’s growth, which benefit by its stimulation and, of 
course, lawns. 

Little is required for soils which retain moisture well or in wet 
seasons. Intelligently used, a little extra nitrogen will help to give good 
foliage. Some gardens fail to please because of the unthrifty, harsh, 
pale appearance of the leaves and the general absence of an air of well- 
being. This is, of course, not necessarily due to a shortage of nitrogen 
but often due to a neglect of the principles of good husbandry. Foliage 
is the best guide to the health and condition of the plant and as it is with 
us so much longer than the flower I do my best to produce good leaf. 
Costly organic fertilizers and compounds will, of course, give good 
results but how much better to find out what soil elements are short, 
which are needed by the plant in question, and then supply them in 
their cheapest form (inorganics), at the same time ensuring that the 
humus content is maintained by the use of bulky manure such as farm- 
yard manure or substituting compost. The application of nitrogen to 
leguminous plants is obviously very seldom necessary. According to 
the requirements of the plant LieBIc told us “The constituent present 
in the least proportion determines the size of the crop”. This, of course, 
is not precisely applicable to the ornamental garden but is a law well 
kept in mind. 

The iron-mining operations had resulted in the almost complete loss 
of top soil in some places so that raw clay was only a few inches down; 
in other places there was a very good depth. Water seeped out of the 
higher sandy land and made most of the clay land very wet indeed. 
The first step, in consequence, was to deal with fundamentals by 
draining the land and adding top soil where necessary. Perhaps such 
things come more naturally to a farmer who is brought up to a tradition 
of good husbandry. Soil was obtained from the overburden of nearby 
gravel pits and from building sites in the district, which were carefully 
chosen to make certain that only good easy-working soil was delivered 
—thus providing cheap material in which garden plants could be grown. 

Amongst the jungle of trees and undergrowth there was a framework 
of a beautiful wild garden, but there was an enormous amount which had 
to be removed first. A preliminary onslaught was made with a tractor 
and winch to pull out the unwanted trees and underwood, gelignite was 
used to clear those too big for winching, but the greatest care was 
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exercised to avoid going too far—at first, only the obvious surplus was 
taken out. Then followed a period for reflection, during which we got 
used to the changed scene, before carrying the process any further. 
There followed several more campaigns in which the thinning out was 
carried one stage further, each time with increasing care. 

When the main thinning was completed it was clear that the coppice 
and old orchard had a pleasing beauty of their own, and revealed a fine 
group of oak trees, and the beauty of the smooth straight stems of the 
ash tellers, a well-placed horse chestnut, a handsome service tree, also 
an old quince and a flourishing bay tree. All these, in addition to their 
intrinsic worth, have to provide the framework of the garden while many 
of the ornamental trees and shrubs are growing up. They also provide 
most valuable shelter; this woodland scenery invited the planting of 
camellias, rhododendrons, magnolias, eucryphias, clethras, and various 
conifers. Great care was taken to cherish the best of the native flora 
present; there were drifts of primroses and bluebells, some foxgloves, 
spotted orchis, bugle, campion, honeysuckle in the trees, and wild 
roses. A number of our native hollies present have been most valuable 
in providing a dark background and evergreen screens; their glossy 
leaves and brilliant berries brighten the winter months. Surely this is 
a tree well worth planting by those not so fortunate as already to possess 
it? 

The garden, having been planned on labour-saving lines—e.g. 
hedges largely eliminated (except where needed for shelter), no digging 
of beds, which are mostly peated down, no annuals planted, and the 
minimum of biennials used, it is possible to run the garden in spare time 
with the help of one enthusiastic man during evenings and Sunday 
mornings, plus a little extra spare time help if necessary. It is true that 
a farmer may possess certain advantages, but there are also dis- 
advantages, as he is at his busiest during much of the time the garden 
makes its greatest demands and he certainly cannot afford to deplete his 
meagre labour force for garden work. A carefully planned shrub garden 
requires the minimum of labour to keep it in good condition. 

In some ways it was an advantage that there was so little in the 
garden to begin with, as one had no scruples in scrapping practically 
oo and making a new start commencing with the area round the 

ouse. 

Here a more finished and formal effect was desired and, indeed, was 
necessary owing to the large quantity of soil which had to be brought 
into that area. A landscape gardener was consulted, and mr. F. G. T. 
MANNERS gave valuable assistance in designing the lay-out. He con- 
structed a terrace of York stone along the full length of the south front. 
There is a 2-foot drop from this to the main lawn which slopes gently 
down to the large pond some 35 yards away. His introduction of a few 
large boulders of the local sandstone on either side of the grassy slope 
down to the water has framed a striking vista across the pond. On the 
rocks on one side is a lovely specimen of Prunus subhirtella pendula, 
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which I brought from my old garden, and an Osmanthus delavayi; on 
the other side Funiperus prostrata which I also brought with me. His 
skilful use of sweeping curves in the various beds has contributed a 
great deal to the design of this part of the garden. Each window has its 
own vista; the kitchen window (not the least important in the house) 
looks out on to the formal rose garden, which is paved with York stone, 
random rectangular laid. 

This was a suitable site for roses, being the old kitchen garden with 
clay soil. I ordered the bushes during the summer, when they could be 
seen in flower—a good practice, but the disadvantage in my case was that 
I bought too many varieties (a fault difficult to resist, with so many 
lovely ones from which to choose) ; also, the beds were not yet planned, 
so it meant placing blocks of two varieties in the smaller beds and three 
in the larger beds. I would have preferred only one variety in the former 
case and two in the latter, and to have balanced the planting exactly by 
using the same varieties on each side of the central path. To have more 
varieties in a bed not only complicates colour but leads to complication 
of height. However, the result is not unpleasing and I can find few to 
agree with this criticism (Figs. 15, 20, 21). 

The planting of the shrub beds was carried out with a view to interest 
all the year round, and contrast in foliage and form. Some fine speci- 
mens were obtained from old gardens and nurseries, and many were 
given by kind friends. These gave the planting ‘“‘bone”’. They included 
a variety of beautiful acers (including the lovely A. japonicum aureum, 
A. negundo variegatum, A. cappadocicum aureum and, of course, many 
of the palmatum varieties and their dissectum forms; a good number of 
large rhododendrons (both hybrids and species); azaleas, large speci- 
mens of Cercis stliquastrum, Magnolia obovata, Amelanchier canadensis, 
Betula pendula youngii, Viburnum tomentosum mariesii, Hamamelis 
mollis, Pieris japonica, Mahonia bealei (outstanding for the beauty of 
its early flower, scent and decorative foliage), Sorbus vilmorini (another 
lovely tree with decorative pinnate leaves colouring in autumn, white 
flowers and rosy fruits), various Crataegus, including C. carrierei, 
some of the finest ornamental cherries (selected with the kind help of 
CAPTAIN COLLINGWOOD INGRAM), also crabs and Prunus. MR. L. S. 
FORTESCUE assisted me with a number of lovely camellias; all the 
varieties are so beautiful that it seems wrong to mention one or two 
without naming them all, but five which have given me untold pleasure 
are ‘Adolphe Audusson’, ‘Donckelarii’, ‘Sylva’, ‘Donation’ and J. C. 
Williams’. These specimens were all planted in their permanent 
positions, some in grass and some in beds. They were, of course, well 
spaced and in the beds the vacant spaces were filled with younger 
shrubs which are moved as they require more room and also by ex- 
pendable subjects (such as various Cistus, Cytisus, Buddleia (with the 
exception of B. alternifolia, which certainly is not expendable), Phila- 
delphus, Diervilla, Berberis, Ribes, Spiraea, Forsythia, Kerria japonica, 
etc., Hypericum (especially good is H. patulum ‘Hidcote’ which, with 
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some of the other hypericums, is worth a permanent place); Daphne 
cneorum is a dwarf well worth treasuring for as long as it will stay, 
also D. burkwoodii. We also used strong groups of herbaceous plants, 
such as lupins, campanulas, delphiniums, geums, wallflowers, myosotis, 
aquilegias, anchusas, Alstroemeria ligtu hybrids, paeonies, Aster yun- 
nanensis ‘Napsbury’, /ncarvillea delavayi, Echinops, various irises, oeno- 
thera, polyanthus, sedums; outstandingly beautiful are Thalictrum 
dipterocarpum and Linum narbonense. Epimediums and hostas are good 
foliage plants grouped among shrubs to the front of the bed. The 
varieties of Anemone hupehensis are splendid, blossoming in late summer, 
and do well peated down in semi-shade. Heavy, graceless, showy 
flowers such as most of the dahlias and gaudy voluptuous ones such as 
many of the garden varieties of gladioli have not been included in my 
garden. 

The early maturing shrubs, herbaceous plants and bulbs combined 
to give immediate effect and colour. The requirements of each plant 
were studied, i.e. shade lovers or full sun, limy or acid soil, degree of 
drought tolerance—from bog lovers to those tolerating arid conditions, 
susceptibility to frost, space required, wind tolerance, type of soil (from 
clay to sand), drainage, etc., so that they could be placed in a suitable 
environment. Where this did not exist in the garden I endeavoured to 
create the necessary conditions. In addition to this, plant grouping 
was studied for colour harmony and foliage contrast throughout the 
summer as well as for autumn colour. 

I have avoided plants with variegated foliage and perversions of 
nature, with only a few exceptions; this effect is often caused by virus 
and, in addition, is not pleasing to my eye. However, the variegated 
form of Acer negundo is striking against a dark background and a dwarf 
variegated form of Euonymus radicans is well on a shaded bank. 

I sometimes think that not sufficient importance is attached to foliage, 
which is with us for so much longer than the flower. Great effect can 
be obtained by grouping shrubs and trees with different foliage, from 
silver grey, glaucous, golden, through the many shades of green to the 
darkest green and to purple. Among the latter I favour Acer palmatum 
atropurpureum (including its dissectum form), Berberis thunbergii 
atropurpureum, Prunus cerasifera atropurpurea, Rosa rubrifolia and the 
purple-leaved form of Rhus cotinus. 

Subjects with grey or silver foliage which I find particularly useful 
are lavenders in variety, Phlomis fruticosa, Santolina chamaecyparissus, 
various ericas and Senecio laxifolius—all these look well in the sweep of 
a bed where low planting is needed and in this prominent position their 
foliage is much admired and their flowers not despised. I cut them all 
back after flowering to prevent them becoming ragged : they also succeed 
in a dry spot. S. /axifolius needs a sheltered position. There are so many 
lovely silver and grey leaved shrubs and trees; a great favourite is 
Eleagnus argentea, also Hippophae rhamnoides with its silver foliage and 
orange berries. Little Convolvulus cneorum is charming in a sheltered 
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position, also Olearia macrodonta. Caryopteris clandonensis must be one 
of the loveliest small shrubs flowering in the autumn, with bright blue 
flowers and green-grey foliage. A handsome thorn is Crataegus tana- 
cetifoha grown as a standard with its grey leaves and white flowers 
followed by yellow fruits. Pieris forrestii causes great interest in the 
spring with its striking red young leaves planted with shelter and away 
from the morning sun. 

_ Strong groups of Floribunda roses were introduced into the 
shrub beds to help to give colour right through the summer; im- 
mediately following, as they do, the spring flowering shrubs, they are 
quite indispensable. ‘Donald Prior’, ‘Frensham’, ‘Masquerade’, ‘Pink 
Pinocchio’, ‘Border Queen’, ‘Salmon Perfection’, ‘Fashion’, are a few 
which have proved most valuable. ‘Alain’ is a good red and is very 
pleasing. McGredy’s ‘Sundance’ planted in the partial shade of other 
shrubs lights up otherwise dull places. A group of ‘Summer Snow’ is 
delightful against the green of a large Acer palmatum. 

I have also included shrub roses; there is only space to mention a 
few. R. rugosa ‘Blanc Double de Coubert’ (for its perfumed white 
flowers blooming over a long period), R. rubrifolia (for its lovely 
foliage and fruits), ‘Gloire de Mousseuses’ (Moss Rose), both R. foetida 
bicolor and foetida persiana, R. moyest, R. xanthina ‘Canary Bird’. 
Three roses I have planted for climbing into trees are ‘Mme. Plantier’, 
‘Zephyrine Drouhin’ and ‘Mermaid’. 

Other shrubs which flower in the late summer and autumn are 
Caryopteris x clandonensis, Ceratostigma willmottianum, Clerodendron 
fargesu, Hydrangea paniculata, Hibiscus syriacus varieties, hypericums, 
fuchsias, eucryphias, Potentilla fruticosa varieties, veronicas, Clethra 
alnifolia paniculata, Romneya coulteri. 

The use of shrubs and trees for autumn colour has not been over- 
looked, using euonymus, sorbus, berberis (foliage and berry), strans- 
vaesia—all in variety—Liquidambar styraciflua, Rhus cotinoides, many 
acers, and many subjects which give spring or summer flower and 
autumn leaf tints, such as Amelanchier canadensis, Hamamelis mollis, 
Corylopsis spicata, ornamental cherries, Vaccinium pennsylvanicum. 
Many of the azaleas and enkianthus, Fothergilla major, Prunus cerasifera 
var. atropurpurea, Spiraea thunbergii, and various viburnums. 

Winter has the beauty of coloured stems of Cornus spathii, and a 
variety of willows (some of which are cut down each year to promote 
young growth), the white stems of Rubus biflorus and the beautiful trunks 
and branches of many trees, especially birches and maples (Acer griseum 
particularly). Also we enjoy the berries of the various sorbus, pyracan- 
tha, euonymus, gaultheria, pernettya Davis hybrids, cotoneasters, 
stransvaesia and crataegus, rose hips, holly and ornamental crabs and 
the blue berries of Viburnum davidu and Berberis darwini. The ever- 
greens are beautiful in a new way. Choisya ternata in its sheltered spot 
delights anew. Prunus subhirtella autumnalis takes advantage of a mild 
spell to deceive us into thinking spring has arrived. 
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Whilst one is still enjoying all these and many more, along come 
again the aconites, snowdrops, Christmas roses, Chimonanthus praecox, 
Viburnum fragrans, Sycopsis sinensis, Lonicera standishti, Mahonia bealei, 
Jasminum nudiflorum and early heaths, also Rhododendron sutchuenense, 
R. eclecteum, R.*Christmas Cheer’, R. nobleanum, R. x praecox, R. ‘Racil’. 

When planting, I feel one must appreciate that one is dealing with a 
living subject and develop a feeling for each individual, choosing a 
suitable environment and then planting with loving care and sympathy. 
Imagine oneself as a plant, having to spend the rest of one’s life in a 
chosen spot, and how one would feel if this were uncongenial. How 
often plants are placed in soil in unsuitable condition, not gently firmed 
in moist earth but stamped in wet soil which will congeal and harden 
round the roots and crack later, hardly an ideal medium in which to 
encourage good root formation. We must remember that research 
workers have shown that in many cases more than half the plant is 
below the soil surface and it is what happens to this half that determines 
our success. I have been successful in moving some large trees, even 
magnolias, betulas, and Acer griseum, etc., all more than twenty years 
old. It has only once been possible to prepare a subject a year before, 
when I took out a circular trench a yard away from the stem and filled 
this with leaf-mould, which gave a fine fibrous root the following year. 
But good results have been achieved by retaining as much soil on the 
roots as possible when moving, immediately replanting to the same 
depth as before, mixing oid farmyard manure in the bottom of the hole 
and in the soil round the outside when filling in, using the best soil 
available for the purpose, and finishing off with a good mulch. Staking 
is important, in the case of a large tree giving support with three wires 
radiating from the stem at a height of 6 feet, pegged to the ground. 
When the soil is in a dry state, the hole is flooded during planting, 
slightly rocking the stem at the same time to enable soil to fill in any 
crevices. It has not often proved necessary to water in the first summer 
but this is carried out in an extremity, and proved very necessary 
last summer during the long drought. Sometimes trees were planted 
in rather inhospitable clay and in these cases it was always remembered 
that such holes remain filled with water during the winter owing to the 
impervious nature of the soil, and therefore a drain was always cut away 
from the hole leading to a pond or tile drain, filling back with rubble 
and sandy soil so that the root system might not become asphyxiated 
by waterlogging. 

Some of the large trees and shrubs have weighed up to a ton; we 
moved these by first trenching round them, tipping each tree back, 
slipping a board under it, and resting the other end on a low tractor 
trailer. By the use of ropes and timber to roll on and to lever with, 
moving a few inches at a time, it has been possible with team-work to 
lift them without damage and transport them to their new home. 

The lawns surrounding the house are cut with a moter mower, the 
orchard grass is cut once a week with a gang mower. Odd corners, 
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grass round trees and awkward places are cut with a small hand- 
propelled motor rotary scythe—very useful. 

Certain shrubs need the stimulation of annual cutting back in order 
to produce good flowers and there are many which, unless they have a 
few branches cut back each year and perhaps a more drastic pruning 
once in a while, will take on a straggling and unkempt appearance. Some 
shrubs never require pruning but there are those which soon get 
out of bounds unless confined to their allotted space. In this con- 
nection I find the R.H.S. publication, Pruning Hardy Shrubs, most 
instructive. 

In the orchard, a number of trees were taken out to provide vistas, 
and space for rhododendron beds. MR. TUFFIN (R.H.S. Garden Ad- 
viser) gave great assistance with the planning of these beds, not at all 
a simple job when it is borne in mind that 68 different species and 127 
different hybrids were planted. We had to consider particularly the 
ultimate size, hardiness, colour harmony, season of flowering, com- 
binations of foliage—especially applicable to the large-leaved species 
falconeri, sinogrande, fictolacteum—those with attractive indumentum 
(fulvum, etc.), those with glaucous foliage (“Lady Chamberlain’ varieties, 
thomsonit, concatenans, cinnabarinum), unusual foliage (such as recurvum), 
and also those with aromatic leaves such as ciliatum, Feces 
russatum. Bright reds such as R. griersonianum, R. haemat 
R. thomsonii, R. ‘May Day’, R. “Tally Ho’, R. ‘Britannia’, R. ‘Elizabeth’, 
R. ‘Elizabeth Hobbie’, R. ‘Matador’, R. ‘Romany Chal’ and the almost 
white flowers of R. ‘Loder’s White’, are very effective at the end of a 
vista, There is a pleasant variety of foliage throughout the rhododen- 
dron beds. 

The soil was not a problem in this part, being well suited for 
ericaceous subjects, but a certain amount of bracken peat was used when 
planting, and to cover the beds when finished. We were careful to leave 
sufficient fruit trees to provide shade, and those rhododendrons particu- 
larly needing heavy shade (either for their leaves or to prevent trusses of 
flowers bleaching) were sited accordingly. I had learnt from the wood- 
land planting that, although rhododendrons and camellias need a 
certain amount of shade, they will tolerate more sunlight than is often 
supposed, and in too heavy shade will not produce an abundance of 
flower. I learnt this also when travelling in the East last year, when I 
saw rhododendrons, primulas, etc., growing in their native habitat in 
the Himalayas. 

Also planted amongst the rhododendrons and azaleas were Zenobia 
pulverulenta speciosa, Kalmia latifolia and augustifolia, Vaccinium pen- 
sylvanicum, Menziesia, Pernettya mucronata (Davis hybrids), Gaultheria 
procumbens, Enkianthus campanulatus, E. cernuus rubens. Interest in many 
of the beds is maintained, and ground colour provided, by the winter 
and summer flowering heaths. 

Lilies are planted amongst the lower growing rhododendrons, and 
in bays amongst the taller ones. They bring colour into the beds when 
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the majority of the rhododendrons have ceased to flower and succeed 
well on the Tunbridge Wells sand; this is loamy in texture and, in 
common with very finely grained soils, it retains moisture extremely 
well and this has led to the exceptionally good growth in the lilies. Those 
which have proved particularly successful are L. auratum, Bellingham and 
Backhouse hybrids (Fig. 18), davidii, chalcedonicum maculatum, Preston 
hybrids, regale, speciosum and its varieties, Stookes hybrids, varieties of 
umbellatum, testaceum. L. auratum grows well, especially its variety 
platyphyllum which is more robust, also some of the less common 
hybrids such as ‘Crimson Queen’ and ‘Excelsior’. 

Lilium regale is one of the easiest to grow and is surely one of the 
most beautiful and generous of lilies. I am very pleased to have 
established a strong group of L. browni, which I had not found easy in 
the past. L. auratum—Japanese-grown bulbs failed after the first year, 
but English bulbs, although less spectacular in the first year, have 
grown on well. I grow the Umbellatums for their colour and ease of 
culture, but they are not favourites for their erect cup-shaped flowers 
give them something of the grotesqueness of a dwarf. L. martagon 
album is, I think, one of the most dainty and delightful lilies with its 
waxy white recurved petals and golden anthers. L. henryi, of course, 
has been particularly successful in the beds round the house where the 
soil is more limy, as have L. hansoniu, L. pardalinum (and their hybrids), 
L. candidum, L. bulbiferum croceum and L. martagon. Groups of L. 
pardalinum have reached 10 feet this season, so it was not necessary to 
lie on one’s back to appreciate them! 

Great care is taken in planting lilies, following the recommendations 
for each group. Good drainage is the first consideration and I never 
place them in heavy wet soil. Drainage is often aided by brick rubble 
well below the bulb, which is placed on good loamy soil and encased in 
sharp sand for drainage and protection against slugs. The hole, about 
1 foot square, is then filled with a mixture of good sandy soil and either 
leaf mould or a little very old farmyard manure. If the soil is inclined 
to be heavy I never go to the full recommended depth for planting. 
After treatment consists of spring dressing of organic fertilizer and, for 
stem rooting lilies, a little build-up of leaf mould round the stem. No 
“finicky” treatment is given. During a recent visit to the U.S.A. I was 
interested to learn from DR. S. L. EMSWELLER that lily hybrids have almost 
entirely replaced the species in American gardens owing to their adapt- 
ability, reliability and ease of culture. 

I am fond of wild life in the garden (with the exception of bullfinches 
and pigeons!) and do what I can to encourage it, especially such in- 
teresting birds as the green woodpecker, nuthatch, treecreeper, wag- 
tails, etc. Mallard have also been introduced, which are very much 
at home on the ponds and breed there, with the moorhens. I much 
prefer these native ducks to the more showy ornamental sorts which 
are available. They fit into the garden without causing any disturbance 
and add a great deal of interest. Peacocks were rejected since we 
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Photo, B. P. Tompsett 
Fic. 20o—Making of the Rose Garden, excavation and preparation of the site 


Photo, ¥. E. Downward 
Fic. 21—Rose Garden after three years (see p. 81) 


CRITTENDEN HOUSE, MATFIELD 


Photos, J. E. Downward 


Fic. 23—Climbers on the house, including Rose ‘Madame Gregoire Strachelin’ 
(see p. 88) 


i Fic. 22—Crittenden House from across the main pond 3 


Photo, J. E. Downward 


Fic. 24—Seat and small figures at the top of the Rose Garden with the mixed 
border of shrubs and herbaceous plants behind 


Photo, ¥. M. Addis 
Fic. 25—Trunks of Pinus bungeana in forecourt of a Temple near Peking, showing 
also a peach tree growing in the lowest fork (see page 92) 
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Fic. R. B. COOKE 
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THE MAKING OF A NEW GARDEN 


decided they would scratch in the beds. The ponds were stocked with 
Golden Carp, Golden Orfe and Silver Rudd; these give colour and 
bright movement, and multiply exceedingly. 

Water is one of the great assets of the garden and mirrors the 
planted banks. Two of the ponds, with their tree-lined banks, give an air 
of peace and tranquillity. The third is mostly open, which affords 
considerable variety from the point of view of planting. Their fish life 
is fascinating, and also the birds which they attract. 

I have avoided over-planting with aquatics as I much prefer to see 
an unbroken stretch of water rather than a congested tangle of plants, 
but of course I have planted a few choice water lilies, Sagittaria latifolia, 
Myosotis palustris, and so on. It has been necessary to make up the soil 
in places, sometimes supported by rocks or logs, to give good planting 
margins. The following are some of the plants I have established in 
strong groups, enjoyed, and found most successful just above the water 
line: Iris laevigata varieties, 1. kaempferi varieties, Caltha palustris, 
Cimicifuga racemosa, Gunnera manicata, Mimulus varieties (particularly 
good is M. cupreus ‘Fireflame’), various ferns, drifts of primulas— 
P. denticulata, japonica, pulverulenta, beesiana, bulleyana, helodoxa, 
stkkimensis, florindae, etc.—have done especially well and are providing 
many welcome seedlings. There are also rheums, whose young leaves 
are very lovely in the spring, trollius, and Phormium tenax. Our native 
yellow flag is easy to obtain in the south-east and, if not already present, 
is well worth planting. It grows well in poor soil and even with strong 
root competition. 

Higher up the banks, bold groups of astilbes with their colours kept 
separate are invaluable, several varieties of hemerocallis which do well 
in shade, several species of Hosta (particularly beautiful being H. fortune: 
with its glaucous leaves and lovely flowers), glauca, with even finer 
foliage, and lancifolia. Lobelia cardinalis and L. fulgens should on no 
account be omitted with their exceptionally vivid crimson flowers and 
purple foliage (these, of course, require a warm sheltered situation); 
Polygonatum multiflorum, Rodgersia pinnata, I. sibirica varieties (Fig. 17), 
saxifrages (particularly, S. peltata), spiraeas (including S. palmata, the 
shrubby S. aitchisonit, S. japonica, S. thunbergti and Holodiscus discolor 
are also very useful for foliage and flower). Dicentra spectabilis is one 
of the flowers whose appearance I eagerly await in the late spring. It 
looks particularly well against water. 

On the driest banks I have planted varieties of cistus, genista (particu- 
larly G. hispanica and virgata), Cytisus kewensis (trailing down the banks): 
C. praecox is another favourite. I cut all my brooms hard back im- 
mediately they have flowered to an inch or two of the previous year’s 
growth, which keeps them compact and manageable. 

The rushy leaves of tradescantias look well by water; cotoneasters 
are very useful, particularly C. horizontals which sweeps down a steep 
bank hiding patches of raw clay in which nothing would grow, and 
C. frigida is handsome where there is room for a large shrub. 
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Lythrums, and Phlox paniculata hybrids on a bank with deep well- 
drained soil in partial shade are quite indispensable, with their glorious 
range of colours, and I have planted really strong groups of these. 
Kniphofias, Asphodelus luteus, various montbretias, Monarda ‘Cam- 
bridge Scarlet’, Dierama pulcherrimum grown in deep cool soil must not 
be omitted. Bergenias are good for very early spring flower, and again 
for autumn colour. 

I planted Laburnum vossii—leaning over the water it looks particu- 
larly charming—and a wistaria at its base to grow up into it. I have 
planted Salix babylonica, allowing plenty of room: for winter-coloured 
stems, I cut back S. daphnoides and S. acutifolia viticella (violet-coloured 
stems covered with attractive white bloom) and, beside these, Cornus 
spathi, the red stems of which are very beautiful when cut down 
regularly. Olearia gunniana does well planted on a steep pond 
bank sheltered from the north, with a long flowering season in late 
spring. 

J I often wonder why walls are not put to better use; how often one 
sees shrubs and climbers planted which are quite hardy and would 
grow equally well in the open. Against the south wall of my house I have 
planted Daphne odora, Jasminum nudiflorum, Fremontia californica (which 
is growing wonderfully well and gives a display of glorious golden- 
yellow flowers from early May to the autumn, in addition to its most 
attractive leaves which are beautiful the whole year unless damaged by 
frost); Campsis grandiflora is a delight and no trouble as it needs no 
support on a wall: it has bloomed on my wall in August 1959, three 
years after planting—its attractive flowers and leaves should not be 
missed. Veronica ‘Alice Amherst’ and ‘Blue Gem’ are splendid in late 
summer with their large purple flower spikes. A very large specimen of 
the climbing rose ‘Mme. Gregoire Strachelin’ gives a profusion of large 
pink flowers for some weeks from early May onwards (Fig. 23), and I leave 
the large orange hips undisturbed as they are decorative. A glorious 
dark blue form of Agapanthus orientalis in a group gives great pleasure 
—I leave them out all the winter—also Nerine bowdenii, Amaryllis bel- 
ladonna, and Crinum powellii. 1 would not miss having any of them. 
There are also spring bulbs, including Fritillaria imperialis. 1 include 
in the beds against the south wall groups of Brompton stocks, which 
bloom early and continue long into the summer; their fragrance is not 
the least of their attributes. 

On the west wall I have planted camellias, Romneya coulteri with 
outstandingly beautiful large white flowers and attractive foliage; also 
some Helleborus niger of which I am very fond, but have not found easy 
to grow. 

I have planted a number of clematis on the walls and porches, mostly 
C. ‘Henryi’. This mingles with a C. montana in one spot, and the former 
takes over from the latter. Another south wall has a large Ceanothus 
veitchianus. Camellias, and a much-loved Garrya elliptica (male form) 
grow on the north side, the latter giving its lovely catkins in January 
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two years from planting. On the east I have ceanothus ‘A. T. Johnson’, 
Choisya ternata and Chimonanthus fragrans. 

Some of the subjects I have planted against the south wall may 
succumb in a severe winter, but I feel that if I only have one or two 
seasons’ pleasure the planting is justified. The same applies to an Acacia 
dealbata, which I have planted in a sheltered part of the garden. A barn 
carries a large wisteria and a variety of clematis, including ‘Nellie Moser’ 
also a Vitis ‘Brant’, and a sloping roof on the east side is already almost 
covered by two Clematis montana rubens. 

Pest and disease control has not been a problem except with roses, 
which are sprayed as necessary with a combined insecticide /fungicide 
containing Metasystox, which is systemic in action, for aphis, Karathane 
for mildew, and Captan for black spot. I also include the lilies in this 
spray, which keeps them in good condition and kills the aphis which 
are the vectors of virus diseases. 

With all plants I have a special liking for the species, often preferring 
them to garden hybrids—the former have a grace, charm and appeal 
which the latter so often lack, and I usually prefer single to double 
flowers. 

I myself propagated a number of the trees and shrubs I have planted ; 
not only does this save expense but one can choose the best forms and 
the most healthy from which to propagate. Cost can also be reduced by 
purchasing small specimens and growing on. 

I have aimed at colour harmony, which is not always easy as different 
subjects cannot always be relied upon to bloom together. I am very 
fond of whites and yellows, particularly because their luminosity is an 
asset as some days I only see the garden in the half light of evening. 

Bulbs are planted for early colour; under the trees large groups of 
crocus, both species and hybrids, each colour separate, are especially 
welcome in the spring, with their vivid hues. Drifts of daffodils in the 
orchard—the only disadvantage here being that one cannot cut the 
grass where they are planted until midsummer. Among the rocks 
narcissus species are planted : N. bulbocodium is especially happy and has 
spread rapidly; an especial favourite is N. ‘February Gold’. I am not 
fond of tulips, except the species, a large number of which make a 
great contribution in the early spring. Anemone blanda and A. fulgens 
are good, and Endymion campanulatum is effective in the woodland. 
Outstanding in the summer are Galtonia candicans, and quite indispen- 
sable in the autumn are the many colchicums in variety, especially ‘Lilac 
Wonder’, ‘The Giant’, and speciosum album. 

Space does not permit me to say more, but I should like to mention 
climbers: a good number of clematis, lonicera and Actinidia sinensis 
are planted to grow up into the woodland trees and walls. I have 
established Tropaeolum speciosum after some trouble. Alpines are used 
for planting the banks. 

Very dear to me are the fastidious subjects, which I have established 
on the light soil where they are sheltered by the hedges and orchards 
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and yet get sufficient sun. Tricuspidaria lanceolata is going away well in 
acid soil and flowering profusely at an early age, with its crimson 
flowers extremely effective against its deep green evergreen foliage. 
Embothrium coccineum lanceolatum (Norquinco Valley form) has not got 
away so well, and I shall be moving them this winter to a more favour- 
able site. A Paulownia imperialis is growing at an amazing rate; in three 
years it has grown from 1 foot to about 14 feet. It has not flowered yet, 
of course, but its great leaves are striking and it is a noble sight, already 
roviding shelter for rhododendrons. Exochorda racemosa should not 
mentioned here, but I have planted it in a sunny position near the 
above and look forward each year to its attractive white flowers. Abelia 
grandiflora is a very useful small shrub for grouping, blooming over a 
long period late in the season, with slender arching branches, glossy 
green leaves and pale pink flowers. Desfontainea spinosa is yet too young 
to make a contribution but will soon, I hope, be well established in a 
shady sheltered position. Clerodendron fargesii has grown very rapidly 
in an open position. I like their large purple leaves. They have not yet 
flowered profusely and I have not had a crop of their blue berries. I 
grow ceanothus in variety, both on walls and in the open in shelter. 
They are invaluable with their masses of blue flowers and pleasing 
foliage. In my old garden I grew the variety ‘Delight’ which I still 
consider the best of all, and perfectly hardy against a south-west wall. 
It was necessary to establish a vegetable garden, but space does not 
permit me to deal with this. 


To summarize, I would say: 

1. Plan well beforehand, but this need not take long; starting with 
some garden knowledge, the initial “framework’”’ can be planned 
over a few weeks, but leave room to add and embellish throughout 
the first year or two; after that, it is a question of scrapping the 
quick-maturing shrubs and herbaceous plants to give the more 
important trees and shrubs room; re-grouping and re-spacing 
these as necessary (probably a few each winter). Do not be afraid 
to relegate to unimportant positions any subjects which have 
failed to give pleasure or have been superseded. 

Ruthlessness must be exercised as the garden matures; once 

a subject has outgrown its usefulness or space, it must be sacri- 
ficed. Every plant I possess is dear to me for some particular 
reason, but I feel there is no room for the kind of sentiment in a 
garden which keeps a plant after it has outlived its purpose. Of 
course, I do not mean by this dispensing with lovely old trees 
which are full of years and have a particular beauty of their own, 
even if falling into decay. 

. Obtain the finest forms of the species and the finest varieties; 
R.H.S. awards are a great help in this respect. 
Seek out some well-grown “architectural” specimens for new 
beds. 
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4. Benefit by expert advice on each aspect of gardening, grasping 
all that scientists, research workers and technicians can offer. 

5. Commence with fundamentals by studying the soil and attending 
to drainage if this is necessary. 

6. Be sure to obtain clean healthy plants, avoiding those infected 
with virus (particularly lilies). If one is not familiar with symp- 
toms, choose those which are growing well with good foliage 
showing no contortions or unnatural markings giving mosaic 
effect or variegations. 

Here I would like to acknowledge the help I received from the late 


MR. J. WILSON, Garden Adviser to the R.H.S., and to express my thanks 
to the many fellow gardeners who have shared their knowledge. 


NOTES FROM FELLOWS 


Meconopsis 


0 follow up the lecture and that good article in the November 1959 

JouRNAL, ‘“‘Meconopsis Species and Hybrids”, we have some experi- 
ence of the various named Meconopsis spp. collected by SYKES, STAINTON 
and WILLIAMs under numbers. We at Rhuhave grownS.S.W. 7943, 8493, 
8506 and 8620, and we hope that some will come true to their own 
colours from seed. Apart from collecting seed and bringing it on under 
the right numbers, a good many have self-sown themselves and those 
seedlings must now be two years old. Whether they will run true to 
the parent, or the “Uncle”, is an intriguing guess. 

S.S.W. 8506. We agree with mr. EVANS. The wintering plant looks 
like M. superba, which ought to be that classic white. But this un- 
attractive cousin comes out when it does very early at about 2 feet high, 
and of a colour of the very worst diluted kitchen port, or bad ink! 

S.S.W. 8620 is truly magnificent. If we are right in the number, 
we had it up to g-10 feet here in 1958 and 1959, and many selfs or 
crosses are appearing self-sown. At best it is a very fine deep crimson. 
We are afraid that it may flirt with some yellows and produce something 
awful. . . . But the growing rosettes are always lovely and, with us, 
and under our very high rainfall, need a cloche to carry them through 
the winter. Many have a diameter of around 3 feet plus, and will be 
due to flower in 1960. 

S.S.W. 7943. The coloured illustration is excellent. Here again a 
wonderful plant if it will keep itself to itself and not go on to the 
business of its next-door neighbour, which I am afraid it will. All that 


tribe are a bit too free-thinking to be quite reliable. 
A. C. GIBSON 


Glenarn, Rhu, 
Dunbartonshire. 
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Echium pininana 

Last September, while walking round MRs. BOYs ADAMS’ garden at Noss 
Mayo in South Devon, I noticed, amongst many rare and interesting 
plants, a most remarkable sight . . . three gigantic spikes covered with 
blue flowers: it was Echium pininana. Her son sowed the seeds in April 
1957 in a sunny position in the open. In May the seedlings were trans- 
planted 1 foot apart. A hard frost the following autumn killed all the 
young shoots, but two plants were saved, potted up and placed in a cool 
greenhouse. A few weeks later the plants started to sprout and when the 
shoots were about 2 inches long they were all removed except for three 
at the top. In April 1958 the two echiums were planted in a sheltered 
position facing south-west. ‘The next winter a framework of posts was 
erected to support a canvas sheet thrown over the plants whenever a 
hard frost was forecast. In April 1959 flower buds appeared on one of 
the plants and in a comparatively short time three 12-foot-long spikes 
had been produced tightly packed with soft lavender-blue flowers. 
When fully grown the plant was 18 feet high (Fig. 14). 

Echium wildpretii is the better known species, as it is slightly hardier 
and is listed in the R.H.S. Dictionary. Echium pininana, a native of the 
Canary Islands, is mentioned in the Index Kewensis ; there is also reference 
to the plant growing in the gardens of Logan—in the R.H.S. JouRNAL 
for 1927, Vol. §2, Part I. I do not think a total height of 18 feet has 
ever been recorded for this plant growing in the open in this country, 
and MR. BOYS ADAMS has shown exceptional skill in growing this difficult 
echium to perfection. The garden at Noss Mayo is fairly well sheltered, 
for cannas survive the winter in the open ground and the photograph 
illustrates Passiflora caerulea hanging with ripening fruits on the wall 
behind Echium pininana. 

VALERIE FINNIS 
Waterperry Horticultural School, 
Wheatley, 
Nr. Oxford. 


Pinus bungeana 


As Pinus bungeana has nowhere attained its full beauty in this country, 
there may be interest in showing a photograph (Fig. 25), taken in early 
spring 1956, of a mature specimen growing in one of the forecourts of 
T’an Cho Sze, a temple in the Western Hills near Peking. A peach-tree is 
growing in the lowest fork, and the opening flower-buds, just discernible 
against the dark building, give the scale to the picture. This specimen 
is not exceptionally large and exemplifies the free branching from near 
the base which is characteristic of specimens grown singly. When 
planted in groves, however, or when single specimens survive from a 
close planting, trees attain a long straight stem at least as noble as any 


Scots pine, 


\ 
= 
f 
48 
a 


YOUNG APPLE TREES AFFECTED BY PVC BUDDING STRIPS 93 


In the Peking area P. bungeana is only found in the courtyards of 
temples and palaces, in the formal approaches to tombs and in romantic 
rocky positions in garden landscapes. It is able to stand full exposure 
to the extremes of the Peking climate, a short wet summer with tem- 
peratures often over 100° F. and a long dry winter, almost without 
snow, with o° F. temperatures and frequent north-west winds from 
Siberia. Rainfall is usually confined to two or three months in summer, 
and the loess soil is alkaline. 

It may be that some strains are more white-barked than others, and 
that we have been unfortunate in the seed introduced into this country. 
It is not only a question of age; for contrary to what has often been 
written of the species, young plants a few feet high can be seen in 
Peking nurseries with beautiful flaking white bark. Perhaps P. bungeana 
is not well suited to the woodland or lawn conditions given it at Nymans 
and Kew and might show a better colour if planted here in alkaline soil, 
with sharp drainage, in full exposure, at the corner of a paved terrace 
or courtyard. 

J. M. ADDIS 
Frant, Sussex. 


YOUNG APPLE TREES ADVERSELY 
AFFECTED BY PVC BUDDING STRIPS 


F. W. Tillson 
(New Zealand Fruitgrowers’ Federation Lid., Levin) 


URING 1957 an unknown disorder caused a serious loss of apple 

trees on a New Zealand nursery. Although the usual percentage 
(98) of buds united with stocks on which they were worked, large 
numbers failed to grow away normally in spring. Very few buds died. 
Some put out a rosette of small leaves but made no further growth, 
others did not start growth for several weeks after the normal date and 
grew only a few inches during the season. “‘Sulky” buds were scattered 
through most apple varieties, particularly on the stocks M.XII and 
M.XVI, but there were no abnormalities among either pears or stone 
fruit. 

No sign of an insect or a fungus could be found in affected stocks 
by plant pathologists. Two changes had been made in nursery practice 
during the 1957 budding season. First, raffia had been replaced as a 
tying material by }-in. wide strips of plastic (polyvinalchloride), and, 
secondly, the “green crude” petroleum dressing used to protect pruning 
wounds had been replaced by a bituminous wound paint. 

At first some harmful substance in the wound dressing was sus- 
pected, as the irregular incidence of “sulky” buds in a row suggested 
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that each new dip of the brush had caused damage to three or four 
trees. Trials with various wound dressings failed to substantiate this 
suggestion, and attention was turned to plastic tying strips. Results of 
a trial just completed showed that some forms of plastic can have a 
most adverse effect on growth of apple buds. Details were as follows. 

On February 28, 1958, a row of M.XVI apple rootstocks was budded 
with the variety ‘Granny Smith’ by two nursery assistants working as a 
team, one budding, the other tying. All buds were taken from one tree. 
Three tying materials were used, raffia, PVC ties left over from the lot 
used in 1957 (No. 1), and a second batch of PVC (No. 2) reputed to be 
of different formulation. Unfortunately no specification for either 
batch could be obtained. Twenty adjacent stocks were used as a plot, 
and there were two plots per treatment, that is, forty buds tied with 
each of the three materials. 

By December 1958 it was obvious that raffia had given far better 
results than either of the plastic strips, and there was no major change 
when the trees were dug on June 26, 1959. Results recorded at digging 
are summarized in the table below. 


EFFECT OF MATERIAL USED TO TIE BuDS ON THE GROWTH OF ‘GRANNY SMITH’ 
Scions ON M.XVI Stocks 


(All figures given as percentages) 


Tying First-grade _Second-grade Sulky buds Scions 
material trees trees blown out 
Raffia 98 2 
PVC (No. 1) 65 7 28 - 
PVC (No. 2) 38 10 52 - 


From these results it is clear that both forms of plastic tying strip 
were much inferior to raffia as tying materials. Plastic ties had a further 
effect. When a bud grew vigorously from a plastic tie, there was always 
a pronounced bend in the shoot just above the union, while shoots 
growing from raffia ties were almost straight. 

During 1958 raffia was used as the standard tying material through- 
out this nursery, and losses from “sulky” buds were negligible on 
‘Northern Spy’ and M.XVI stocks, but there were still a number of 
buds that failed to grow properly on M.XII. This observation supports 
results of the experiment with M.XVI, but suggests that there is some 
other factor which can cause “sulky” buds on M.XII stocks. 

At East Malling Research Station a type of plastic strip, different 
to that used in New Zealand, has proved most successful for tying 
buds of apple and other fruits. But this small experiment has shown that 
some formulations of PVC can be harmful to young apple trees. 
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PLANTS TO WHICH AWARDS HAVE 
BEEN MADE IN 1959 


Colchicum byzantinum A.M. September 3, 1959. This well- 
known species was described and figured by PARKINSON as long ago as 
1629, and cLusius, while at Vienna, is said to have received corms from 
Constantinople in 1598. These corms are considerably larger than those 
of any other species of Colchicum, often attaining the size of a man’s 
fist, and are somewhat irregular in shape. The leaves are also very large, 
from 12 to 16 inches in length and 3 or 4 inches wide. The flowersare 
abundantly produced in the autumn, the plant being quite hardy. The 
specimen exhibited, in a 7-inch pot, bore eighteen flowers, Rose Purple 
(H.C.C. 535) in colour. These attained a height of 5 to 6 inches, and 
were 3 inches across when fully open. The perianth tubes were white. 
Exhibited by the Regius Keeper, Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh. 

Cyclamen neapolitanum album F.C.C. September 3, 1959. 
This lovely white-flowered form of a widely distributed Mediterranean 
species is well known in cultivation, but appears not to have been record- 
ed in the wild state. It is very hardy and of easy cultivation. In both 
specimens exhibited there were over fifty open flowers and many more 
unopened buds in a 10- or 12-inch pan. Exhibited by Mrs. L. C. Boyd- 
Harvey, Boonslie, Dirleton, E. Lothian, and Miss N. Bowe, Rose 
Cottage, Dirleton, E. Lothian. 

Gentiana ‘Coronation’ A.M. September 3, 1959. A seedling 
from G. farreri, this fine gentian was raised by MR. LYLE of Messrs. 
Maryfield Nurseries, Leslie, Fife. The flower trumpets were 2 inches 
long and 1 inch across, Cobalt Blue (H.C.C. 44/1 to 44) in colour, with 
the usual green stripes on the corolla. The flower stems were about 
3 inches long, only the last inch being erect. In the pan exhibited there 
were thirty-six open flowers and fifty-five unopened buds. Exhibited 
by Major & Mrs. Knox Finlay, Keillour Castle, Methven, Perthshire. 

Nerine ‘Arthur Turner’ A.M. October 27, 1959. A very attrac- 
tive variety with a large umbel of thirteen Dutch Vermilion (H.C.C. 
717/1) flowers and buds borne on a stiff stem of good height. The 
parentage is given as N. sarniensis x N. ‘Wyatt’. Raised and exhibited 
by Sir Ralph Clarke, K.B.E. (gr. Mr. B. Doe), Borde Hill, Hayward’s 
Heath, Sussex. 

Sedum cauticola A.M. September 3, 1959. A handsome plant, 
this species is closely allied to the well-known S. sieboldti, from which it 
differs in having opposite stalked leaves instead of ternate sessile ones, 
a lax leafy inflorescence and in flowering three weeks earlier in British 
gardens, where it commences to bloom in September. In the wild state 
it grows on cliffs of the southern coast of Yezo, Japan. The specimen 
exhibited bore about sixty-five procumbent flowering stems, each 12 
inches long, in a 16-inch pan. The orbicular-spathulate leaves were 
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glaucous green, tinged with red, this colour being very noticeable at 
the leaf edges. The flowers were Solferino Purple (H.C.C. 26/1) in 
colour. Exhibited by Mrs. L. C. Boyd-Harvey, Boonslie, Dirleton, 
E. Lothian. 


BOOK NOTE 


“Exploring America’s Gardens.” By Joan Parry Dutton. Demy 8vo. 
268 pp. Illus. (Secker and Warburg.) 35s. 


It is possible that I may have enjoyed Mrs. Dutton’s book more than most British 
readers will because I know so well many of the gardens and the habitats of the wild 
flowers which she so successfully describes, but I do not think so as this book is 
written with such enthusiasm and vividness that few readers who love plants can fail 
to fall under its spell. There is about it the excitement and wonder at the variety and 
beauty of the natural flora, of which she as an English traveller felt the full impact, 
and this delightful incredulity persists to the last page. It is a feeling I know well, for 
I still feel it about British gardens and flowers. The title of the book is slightly a 
misnomer as it limits the broad canvas which deals as well with the native flora of the 
country on both east coast and west coast, with the great names in American botany 
and plant collection, including John Bartram, Mark Catesby, John Tradescant, and 
André Michaux, to name only a few, and with the finest wild flowers ranging from 
the highly scented trailing Arbutus in very early spring, the burst of dogwood (Cornus 
florida and C. nuttallii) in May, followed by the calico bush or mountain laurel ‘Kalmia 
latifolia) and ending with the spectacular displays of goldenrod, asters and the autumn 
colour, which have to be seen to be believed. I find this second aspect of the book 
more enthralling than the descriptions of the actual gardens, much as one is subjected 
to their moods and spells, well portrayed with brevity and clarity. It is fair to say that 
these two characteristics of her writing have much to do with the success of the book, 
but enthusiasm and colourful descriptions can become tiring to the reader. Not so 
with these rather short chapters, which deal with so many aspects of American horti- 
culture that one is never satiated, but on the contrary longing for further descriptions 
of the gardens, plants and scenic beauty spots or an enlargement of the historical or 
biographical anecdotes. What is perhaps lacking is a slightly critical approach to the 
gardens she includes, for many of them, like most gardens all over the world, have their 
shortcomings. 

At the end there is an Appendix listing botanical gardens, arboretums, natural wild 
preserves, public gardens and “Show places’. This Appendix will be most useful for 
the prospecting traveller. The book is illustrated with four-colour plates, three of 
which show landscapes rather than man-made gardens. In addition there are fourteen 
monochrome plates of varied subjects. I feel that the book by its very subject requires 
more illustrations, although the word pictures are vivid and accurate. I long for the 
small front garden of a New England farmhouse or the cottage by the sea on Cape Cod 
or the coast of Maine, for they are an integral part of the horticultural scene just as are 
English cottage gardens in this country. 

What emerges from the reading of the book is the enormous range of the gardens 
and the flora of the United States. When I am asked: ““Tell me about gardening in the 
United States”, I never know where to start or what to say. In future | shall refer them 
to Mrs. Dutton’s book. 


LANNING ROPER 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS 


The Society does not sell any publications other than its own. Orders 
for books reviewed should therefore be sent direct to the booksellers and not 
to the offices of the Society. 


The contents of this volume are copyright. For permission to juce of the articles 
application cheuld be te the 
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Series. Alt? wide, from 
ans €21.05,0, 410 wide tom £23.17.6, trom €35.10.0. 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


SCIENTIFICALLY CONSTRUCTED TO 
GROW MORE AND LAST LONGER 


te TREMENDOUS STRENGTH 
%& MAXIMUM LIGHT 

x WILL NOT WARP OR ROT 
ALL MODELS EXTENDIBLE 


Complete prefabricated units. Delivered free 
to your door. Erected on delivery. Deferred wai 
Terms. Full details of prices and 50 sizes = jf 10'S wide. from £53.15.0. 


available in: ; 
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-to* — 
Various widths from £21.15.6. 


FREE CATALOGUE 


from 


OAKWORTH GREENHOUSES 
(Dept. J.R.H), WELLINGTON, SALOP. 


THE NATION’S GREENHOUSE SPECIALISTS 


xi 


SEASONED OAK GREENHOUSES 
| 
Ane wide. trom £38.3.0. 
S 


THE GREENFINGER 
INDOOR GARDEN (Model No. 2) 
introduced by 


W. C. WICKS LTD. 


The African Violet Specialists 


NOTTINGHAM 
Established 1880 


RECENTLY DEMONSTRATED ON TELE- 
VISION BY MRS. MACK, PRESIDENT, 1ST 
BRITISH BRANCH A.V.S.A. 


A PRACTICAL APPROACH TO THE PRO- 
VISION OF THE THREE MAIN ESSENTIALS 
FOR SUCCESSFUL PLANT CULTURE IN THE 
HOME— 


WARMTH, LIGHT AND HUMIDITY 


A FULLY ILLUSTRATED BROCHURE IS 
AVAILABLE ON REQUEST. STAMPED AD- 
DRESSED ENVELOPE PLEASE. 


NEW DESCRIPTIVE LIST OF AFRICAN 
VIOLETS COMPLETE WITH CULTURAL 
INSTRUCTIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE IN 
MARCH. 6d. STAMPS (3 x 2) PLEASE. 


SALES OF AFRICAN VIOLETS 
COMMENCE APRIL AND 
FINISH SEPTEMBER 


EARLY ORDERING IS ADVISABLE 


WALTER BLOM & SON 
LTD. (of Holland) 


Coombelands Nurseries, 
Leavesden, Watford, Herts. 


* 


Flower and Vegetable 
Seeds of Superior 
Strains 


* 


Quality and Service 
since 1870 


* 


A copy of our Spring Catalogue will be 
sent on application 


POLYANTHUS 
PACIFIC GIANTS 


This new strain from California produces 
immense blooms up to 2 inches across on 
long firm stems, making it an ideal cut 
flower. The colour range is magnificent, 
varying from pale primrose through many 
shades of yellow, paste! pink, deep pink, 
scarlet to crimson. In a moist position they 
grow to | foot across and give a display 
unequalled by any other spring flower. They 
are perfectly hardy and can be grown in any 
part of the British Isles. 2/6 and 5/- per pkt. 


NOVELTIES FOR 1960 
CHRYSANTHEMUM KOREAN 
SUNSET MIXED 
Especially useful for bedding, the plants are 
of a bushy sturdy habit 18° to 24” high, do 
not require staking, and produce a mass of 
single and semi-double blooms of beautiful 
shades, especially in yellow, gold, pink, 
crimson and fawny bronze. Seed should be 
sown under glass in early spring. 2/- per pkt. 
CLARY BOUQUET MIXED 
Formerly the only colours available in 
Clary were Red and Blue. Bouquet Mixed 
includes, white, rose, red, Blue and purple 
shades. The brightly coloured foliage makes 
it an ideal floral arrangement subject. The 
stems may also be dried for winter decora- 
tion. Clary is a hardy annual approximately 
18 in. tall. 1/~ per pkt. 
Please add 3d. for postage. 
CATALOGUE FREE ON REQUEST 


CLOW’S SEEDSMEN 
BANBURY, OXON 


to 
H.M. Queen 
Elizabeth The 
Queen Mother 


We publish annuaily the following Catalogues 


TREES & SHRUBS 
(price 1/6) 
Including Rhododendrons, Conifers, Climbers 
and Bamboos. Growers commercially of the 
greatest number of species and varieties hardy 
in the temperate regions. 


Hedging Plants. Hardy Perennial, Biennial, 
Alpine and Aquatic Plants (price 1/-). 
Bulbs. Rose Trees, including species and 
old-fashioned types, and Fruit Trees. 


Please send us your request for those In which 
you may be interested. 
(Request for Tree and Shrub Cotologue should be 
d by ¢ e for 1/6 and for 
Perennial Catalogue by !/-) 
Any not at present available wil! be sent when 
published. 


HILLIER & SONS 
WINCHESTER 


Awarded Gold Meda! at every Chelsea Show 
since the War 
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SUTTON’S 
SEEDS — 


HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN 
SEEOSMEN 


YOU /NVEST IN THEM 


Sutton’s Seeds are selected by men who are specialists in the selection of the 
finest strains cf seed—whose skill has given us many beautiful flowers and 
delicious vegetables. 

This year, invest in a magnificent garden by planning your flower and 
vegetable displays with Sutton’s wonderful 1960 Garden Seed Catalogue. 
May we send you a Free copy? 

SUTTON & SONS LIMITED, DEPARTMENT RH4,; READING 


YOU DON’T JUST BUY 


By appointment to 

H.M. Queen Elizabeth 
The Queen Mother 
Garden Contractors and 
Horticultural Builders 
William Wood & Son Ltd. 


By appointment to 

HM. Queen Elizabeth 
Garden Contractors and 
Horticultural Builders 
William Wood & Son Ltd. 


A habit of perfectio ge 


Absolute perfection may elude us until the end of >a 
time, but William Wood have been engaged in testing 
and improving the craft of garden making for over a 
century. They provide a complete gardening service. 


Paths and drives, forexample. William Wood under- 
take the provision of proper foundations, drainage, 
the selection and use of the best materials — plain 
gravel, gravel sprayed with cold bitumen and finished 
with pea shingle, tarmac, natural and artificial stone 
paving, concrete or other specialised finishes. 


William Wood are also expert in the best techniques 
for planting, including the transplanting of large trees 
up to 30 ft. high; the production of grass areas; mason's 
work, walls and paving; and pools and fountains. 


William Wood & Son Li ited 


TAPLOW BUCKINGHAMSHIRE 
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STEAM STERILIZER & ACCESSORIES for 
the Home Preparation of John Innes 
SEED & POTTING [| COMPOSTS 


we OF YESTERYEAR 


“POPULAR” Our newly published Garden Book describes 
ELECTRIC ~ i. and offers many of the Old Garden Roses. 
STERILIZER . Apart from their historical interest these 
charming shrub roses are exceptionally free 
flowering and are usually very richly perfumed. 
They are valuable for hedges and shrubberies 
and once planted require very little attention. 
For full details of these and of the best modern 
roses, fruit trees and flowering shrubs send for 
our Book to-day 

GEORGE BUNYARD & CO., LTD. (Dept. 19) 
THE HORTAID COMPANY, Kegworth, By Derby THE ROYAL NURSERIES MAIDSTONE 


“SHAMROCK” BRAND 
WrOSS 


Moss origin with an ideal granulation The skill and experience gained over 


and highest moisture absorption rate. 160 years goes into the production of 
our famous Kentish Fruit Trees Send 


Full details-leaflet and prices from 


Guide, listing all the best varieties at 


IRISH PEAT MOSS (SALES) moderate prices. 


59 Park Street, Bristol, 1 GEO. BUNYARD & CO. LTD 
(Dept. 20), The Roya! Nurseries, Maidstone 


JUSTIN BROOKE LTD. 


WICKHAMBROOK, Nr. NEWMARKET, SUFFOLK 
We invite you to visit our nurseries and fruiting orchards at any time, including 
Sundays—preferably by appointment. 

We havea large acreage of nursery stock, including Peaches, Nectarines, Apricots, 
Cherries, Apples, Pears, Plums and Figs. 
In our fruiting orchards you can see the results obtained by planting similar stocks 
of all these fruits; and you can see the results at various stages of growth. 
PEACHES ON PEACH STOCK 
Telephones: 
In office hours—Wickhambrook 200 Out of office hours—Wickhambrook 304 


xIV 


Tth INTERNATIONAL FLOWER SHOW 
MOSTRA 
| Trieste 23 April-1May1960 
ROSES 
if 
| 


5 


THE AUTO CULTO 600 
has power to spare. Ploughs and 
Rotary Cultivates. it has been 
designed and built for heavy 
usage and has ample power for 
ploughing under the heaviest 
conditions, single furrows up to 
7* deep and 10” wide. Powered 
by single Cylinder 4-stroke air 
cooled engine B.H.P. 5-3. 


THE AUTO GARDENER is 
the answer to most cultivating 
problems. ONE machine that 
Ploughs and Cultivates. The 3 
B.H.P. engine has 3 forward 
speeds and reverse, and with 
accessories it will: mow grass, 
cut scrub, trim hedges, hoe, saw 
timber, tow a trailer, spray 
paint and insecticide. 


ALL AUTO-CULTO MODELS 
ARE FITTED WITH VILLIERS 
4-STROKE ENGINES. 


details of all machines Complete 
| this coupon and send to 


EN & SIMMONDS (Auto Cul 
DEMONSTRATED ON YOUR BE MONTFORT. ROAD, 


OWN LAND—WITHOUT | Telephone: READING S447. | 


The New 1960 Edition Is an Inspira- “> 
tion to all gardeners. 

Right up to date with many new 
varieties in Flower and Vegetable 
seeds, Plants, Seed Potatoes, Bulbs, 
Fertilizers, etc. 


ware YG Dept. 23, WORDSLEY, STOURBRIDGE 
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THE 


SOUTHERN TREE SURGERY 


COMPANY 
Arborists and ion Tree Surgeons 
Byways, 25 St. Thomas 
Woodham Leck, Street, 
West Byfleet, Winchester, 
Surrey Hants 
(Byfleet 2739) (Tel. 2631) 


Supreme for FLOWERS, VEGETABLES 
FRUIT, LAWNS and 
ALL INDOOR PLANTS 


SANGRAL 


TEN-DAY 
FERTILIZER 


Packets 1/— Cartons 3/—, 5/6 
Botties 2/3, 3/9 Half Gall. 16/— 


CHOICE OF THE EXPERT 


save 
your fish 
from 


Herons... 


+ « « with our underwater 6” mesh nylon prevent- 
ative NETTING. An entirely new, tested met 
of preserving your fish ir ornamental ponds — 
certain deterrent. Made to = size. 
Price: 46 per sq. yd., carr. paid. (Dyed green 
64. sq. yd. extra) 

% Write for descriptive leaflet to: 

MIDACRES LTD., 24, HYVER HILL, LONDON, N.W.7 


BRAND NEW COLOUR EDITION! 


with special Bonus Offer 

1960 Novelties, Seed Potatoes, 

Flower and Vegetable Seeds, Special 

B Collections, Economy Offers, Sun- 

dries, Unusual Varieties, Flower 

section on Gladioli and Dahlia 

Tubers. A catalogue every gar- 

ae peony. “\ dener will want Send now to: 
FIDLERS 

— (Royal Berkshire Seed House) 


The complete gardener’s catalogue 
Arrangements, etc. with special 
Dept. G.!., 25 Friar St., Reading, Berks. 


*Floriade’ 
ROTTERDAM 1960 


THE LARGEST INTERNATIONAL 
HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITION EVER HELD 


SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR VISITS BY 
INDIVIDUALS OR PARTIES—BY SEA OR AIR 
For details write 


McBEAN TOURS 


23 UPPER MILL HILL, LEEDS, 1. Tel. 34439 
or 
SHARSTEN HOEKWEG, THE HAGUE, HOLLAND 


Godfreys 


machinery 


The Mechanized Garden Centre 
110 Marylebone Lane, W1 (Wel. 6842) 
and Brenchley, Kent 


OUR CATALOGUE 
@ mont colourful affair and includes a 
fine velection of 


BULBS, PLANTS, ROSES 
UY you ave interested tn keeping abreasi of 


A COPY WiLL GLADLY SE SENT TO YOU 
POST PREE ON REQUEST 


WISBECH PLANT CO. LTD. 
LYNN ROAD, Camas. 


FROM 1867 TO 1960 


OF 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


FOR HARDY HEATHERS 
in the production of which we have specialised for 
many years. When massed they repel weeds and 
provide bright sheets of colour. We offer choice 
varieties such as ‘Springwood Pink’, ‘Mrs. Maxwell’, 
‘C. Nix’, etc. 33 — doz., other good varieties 27/6 doz. 
17$/— 100. Ful! catalogue on request. 


ARTHUR CHARLTON & SONS LTD. 
Summervale Nurseries, Eridge Rd., Tunbridge Wells 
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FOR OVER 160 YEARS 


RHODODENDRON 
SPECIALISTS 


AND PRODUCERS OF FIRST-QUALITY 


ORNAMENTAL TREES AND 
SHRUBS, FRUITS, ROSES, Etc. 


Please write for copies of our 
1959/60 
CATALOGUES 
POST FREE 
“RHODOS and AZALEAS” and/or 
“TREES and SHRUBS” 
GOLDSWORTH NURSERY 
WOKING oe SURREY 


WALTER SLOCOCK, Ltd. 


WAKELEY’S: 


(Registered Trade 


HOP 
MANURE 


Stable manure is scarce, but you'll find Wakeley’s 
Hop beticute— 


Man 
Humus, Nitrogen, Phosphates and Potash—every- 
thing soll needs from seed-time to 
to it, and stimulate and sustain plant life 
PRICES: 
Small 9/6, Medium 
Beg 


Prices subject to alteration without notice 


FROM ALL THE BEST 


Write for new season's price list. Booklet of 
cultural instructions alse sent ff required. 


Our list of Gladioli te now ready. 
Free on application. 
WAKELEY BROS. & CO. Ltd. 
235 Blackfriars Road, London, S.E.1 


INTRODUCING 


For 1960 in 3 SIZES 


The New and SENSATIONAL 


A ‘two-piece’ POLYTHENE 
Exhibition Vase for Show 
Biooms 


RENEW AND RESTOCK 
with the following advantages ¥ 
over the metal vase: ba 


NO— 
Leaking; Tipping; Fading; 
Chipping; Denting; 
Rusting 


YES— 
Long Life; Simple Storage; 
Always looks New; Easy 
Packin, Uniformity In alt 
einen; ngroves Staging 53° 


Send for a sample today. 6/11 each plus 1/6 p. & p. 


Quantity prices on application 


C. SALES & SON (HORT. SUNDRIES) | Rubber tyred sec! whee! with nylon bearings: 
17, HURST CLOSE, LONDON, E.4. Comfortable corrugated rubber non-slip handgrips. 


Tel.: SIL 1116 
Trade enquiries Invited 


Other sizes:— 12” x Si C.W.O for immediate delivery. 


Many thousands already sold to 


Chrysanthemum, 
Fea, Rese Debit Show 105/107 Cannon Street, London, £.C.4 


(YOU'LL “SHOW” BETTER IN A BIKINI 


THE “ DINKIE DUCHESS” 
GLASS-FIBRE GARDEN BARROW— 
STRONG-AS-STEEL WITH THE 
WEIGHTLESS FEEL 


balanced. 
In choice of 3 colours. 
Extremely easy to clean. Non-staining and is 
proof against attack from bacteria and corrosive 

found in many fertilisers, etc. 

High bulk capacity (4 cubic feet plus). 
All-stee! tubular chassis specially protected against 
corrosion. 


16 Ib. Beautifully 
Large Glass-Fibre 


Will easily carry load of 120 Ib. 
Colours: Paste! Pink, Green, Blue. 


Price: £6. 15. O each delivered. 


Trade enquiries invited. 
CATA DEVELOPMENTS LIMITED 
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] 
Colour : 
Mid- ; 
Green 


THE 
SOUTHERN TREE SURGERY 
COMPANY 
Arborists Tree Surgeons 
25 St. 
Woodham Lock, 

West Byfieet, 
Surrey Hants 
(Byfleet 2739) (Tel. 2631) 
Advise on, estimate for, and carry out all tree work 


Supreme for FLOWERS, VEGETABLES 
FRUIT, LAWNS and 
ALL INDOOR PLANTS 


SANGRAL 


TEN-DAY 
FERTILIZER 


Packets 1/— Cartons 3/-—, 66 
Bottles 2/3, 3/9 Half Gall. 16/- 


CHOICE OF THE EXPERT 


save 
your fish 
from 


Herons... 


. « with our underwater 6° mesh nylon prevent- 
ative NETTING. An entirely new, tested method 
of preserving your fish in ornamental ponds — 
certain deterrent. Made to required size. 
Price: 46 per sq. yd., carr. paid. (Dyed green 
6d. sq. yd. extra) 

% Write for descriptive leaflet to: 
MIDACRES LTD., 24, HYVER HILL, LONDON, N.W.7 


BRAND NEW COLOUR EDITION! 


-SEED 
CATALOGUE 


The complete gardener’s catalogue 
with special Bonus Offer 


1960 Novelties, Seed Potatoes, 
Flower and Vegetable Seeds, Special 
Collections, Economy Offers, Sun- 
dries, Unusual Varieties, Flower 
Arrangements, etc. with special 
section on Gladioli and Dahlia 
Tubers. A catalogue every gar- 
dener will want Send now to: 


FIDLERS 
(Royal Berkshire Seed House) 
G.1., 25 Friar St., Reading, Berks, 


*Floriade’ 
ROTTERDAM 1960 


THE LARGEST INTERNATIONAL 
HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITION EVER HELD 


SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR VISITS BY 
INDIVIDUALS OR PARTIES—BY SEA OR AIR 
For details write 


McBEAN TOURS 


23 UPPER MILL HILL, LEEDS, 1. Tel. 34439 
or 
SHARSTEN HOEKWEG, THE HAGUE, HOLLAND 


for garden 
machinery 


The Mechanized Garden Centre 
110 Marylebone Lane, W1 (Wel. 6842) 
and Brenchley, Kent 


OUR CATALOGUE 


ts @ moss colourful affair and includes a 
fine selection af 


BULBS, PLANTS, ROSES 


A COPY WILL GLADLY 8E SENT TO YOU 
POST FREE ON REQUEST 


WISBECH PLANT CO. LTD. 
LYNN ROAD, WISBECH, CAMBS. 


FROM 1867 TO 1960 


OF 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


FOR HARDY HEATHERS 

in the production of which we have specialised for 
many years. When massed they repel weeds and 
provide bright sheets of colour. We offer choice 
varieties such as ‘Springwood Pink’, ‘Mrs. Maxwell’, 
‘C. Nix’, etc. 33/— doz., other good varieties 27/6 doz. 
175/— 100. Full catalogue on request. 


ARTHUR CHARLTON & SONS LTD. 
Summervale Nurseries, Eridge Rd., Tunbridge Wells 
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U you are interested in keeping abreas of 
will find t1 invaluable 


WALTER 6. SLOCOCK, Ltd. 


FOR OVER 1/60 YEARS 


RHODODENDRON 
SPECIALISTS 


AND PRODUCERS OF FIRST-QUALITY 


ORNAMENTAL TREES AND 
SHRUBS, FRUITS, ROSES, Etc. 


Please write for copies of our 

1959/60 

CATALOGUES 

POST FREE 

“RHODOS and AZALEAS” and/or 
“TREES and SHRUBS” 

GOLDSWORTH NURSERY 
WOKING oe SURREY 


INTRODUCING 


For 1960 in 3 SIZES 
The New and SENSATIONAL 


‘two-piece’ POLYTHENE 
Exhibition Vase for Show 
Blooms 


RENEW AND RESTOCK 
with the following advantages , 
over the metal vase: = 


NOoO— 
Leaking; ; Fading; 
Chipping; Denting; 
Rusting 


YEs— 
Long Life; Simple Storage; 
Always looks New; Easy 
Uniformity in all 
improves Staging 


Send for a sample today. 6/11 each plus 1/6 p. & p. 
Quantity prices on application 


C. SALES & SON (HORT. SUNDRIES) 


17, HURST CLOSE, LONDON, E.4. 
Tel.: SIL 1116 


Trade enquiries invited 
Other sizes:— x 


53° 


base (5/115 


y thousands mt seld to Chrysanthemum, 
Dahlia Shew Bioom Enthusiasts 
(YOU'LL “SHOW” BETTER IN A BIKINI!) 


WAKELEY’S: 


“HOP 
MANURE 


Stable manure !s scarce, but you'll find Wakeley's 
Four-Foid Hop Manure substitute— 
Humus, Nitrogen, ye and Potash—every- 
thing soll needs from seed-time to 
to enrich end ond curtain gust 
and growth. 
PRICES: 
Small Bag 9/6, Medium 14/6, 
Prices subject to alteration without notice 


FROM ALL THE BEST 
NURSERYMEN AND SEEDSMEN 


Our list of Gladioll ts now ready. 
Free on application. 


WAKELEY BROS. & CO. Ltd. 
235 Blackfriars Road, London, S.E.1 


THE “ DINKIE DUCHESS” 
GLASS-FIBRE GARDEN BARROW— 
STRONG-AS-STEEL_WITH THE 
WEIGHTLESS FEEL 


Ib. Beautifully balanced 
in choice of 3 colours. 
. Non-staining and is 
proof inst attack from bacteria and corrosive 
found in many fertilisers, etc. 
High bulk capacity (4 cubic feet plus). 
All-steei tubular chassis specially protected against 
corrosion. 
Rubber tyred steel wheel with nylon bearings: 
Eliminates the need for lubrication. 
Comfortabie corrugated rubber non-slip handgrips. 
Will easily carry load of 120 Ib. 
Colours: Paste! Pink, Green, Blue. 
Price: £6 . 15. O each delivered. 
C.W.O for immediate delivery. 
Trade enquiries invited. 


CATA DEVELOPMENTS LIMITED 
105/107 Cannon Street, London, £.C.4 
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comand Medium Bag: ‘ 
Small Bag extra). Mf any difficulty, 
write to address below. 
Write for new season's price list. Booklet of 
g Cultural instructions also seat if required. : 
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THE 


SOUTHERN TREE SURGERY 


COMPANY 


ign Tree Surgeons 


Arborists and 


Byways, 25 St. Thomas 
Woodham Lock, Street, 
West Byfiest, Winchester, 

Surrey Hants 
(Byfieet 2738) (Tel. 2531) 


Advise on, estimate for, and carry out all tree work 


Supreme for FLOWERS, VEGETABLES 
FRUIT, LAWNS and 
ALL INDOOR PLANTS 


SANGRAL 


TEN-DAY 
FERTILIZER 


Packets 1/- Cartons 5/6 
Bottles 2/3, 3/9 Half Gail. 16/- 


CHOICE OF THE EXPERT 


save 
your fish 
from 


Herons... 


. with our underwater 6” mesh nylon prevent- 
ative NETTING. An entirely new, tested method 
of preserving your fish in ornamental ponds — 
certain deterrent. Made to required size. 
Price: 46 per sq. yd., carr. paid. (Dyed green 
6d. sq. yd. extra) 

*% Write for descriptive leaflet to: 
MIDACRES LTD., 24, HYVER HILL, LONDON, N.W.7 


BRAND NEW COLOUR EDITION! 


-SEED 
CATALOGUE 


The complete gardener’s catalogue 
with special Bonus Offer 


1960 Novelties, Seed Potatoes, 
Fiower and Ve Ofte Special 
Collections, Sun- 
dries, Unusual Varieties, 

Arrangements, etc. with special 
section on Gladioli and Dahlia 
Tubers. A catalogue every gar- 
dener will want Send now to: 


CAT 
FIDLERS 
(Royal Berkshire Seed House) 
Dept. G.!., 25 Friar St., Reading, Berks, 


*Floriade’ 
ROTTERDAM 1960 


THE LARGEST INTERNATIONAL 
HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITION EVER HELD 


SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR VISITS BY 
INDIVIDUALS OR PARTIES—BY SEA OR AIR 
For details write 


McBEAN TOURS 


23 UPPER MILL HILL, LEEDS, 1. Tel. 34439 
or 


SHARSTEN HOEKWEG, THE HAGUE, HOLLAND 


for garden 
machinery 


The Mechanized Garden Centre 
110 Marylebone Lane, W1 (Wel. 6842) 
and Brenchley, Kent 


OUR CATALOGUE 


fe @ most colourful affair and includes a 
fine selection of 


BULBS, PLANTS, — 
are interested tn keeping abreast 
A COPY WILL GLADLY BE SENT TO YOU 
POST FREE ON REQUEST 
WISBECH PLANT CO. LTD. 
LYMM ROAD. WISBECH, CAMBS. 


FROM 1867 TO 1960 


OF 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


FOR HARDY HEATHERS 


in the production of which we have specialised for 
many years. When massed they repel weeds and 
provide bright sheets of colour. We offer choice 
varieties such as ‘Springwo: od Pink’, ‘Mrs. Maxwell’, 
‘C. Nix’, etc. 33/— doz., other good varieties 27/6 doz. 
17$/— 100. Full catalogue on request. 


ARTHUR CHARLTON & SONS LTD. 
Summervale Nurseries, Eridge Rd., Tunbridge Wells 


| 

| 


WALTER G. SLOCOGK, Ltd. 


FOR OVER 160 YEARS 


RHODODENDRON 
SPECIALISTS 


AND PRODUCERS OF FIRST-QUALITY 


J 

ORNAMENTAL TREES AND : 
SHRUBS, FRUITS, ROSES, Etc. H 

Please write for copies of our ; 
1959/60 
CATALOGUES 

POST FREE 

“RHODOS and AZALEAS” andor 
“TREES and SHRUBS” 

GOLDSWORTH NURSERY + 
WOKING SURREY 


INTRODUCING 


For 1960 in 3 SIZES 


The New and SENSATIONAL 


7 


A ‘two-piece’ POLYTHENE 
Exhibition Vase for Show 
Blooms 
RENEW AND RESTOCK 


with the edventages 
over the metal vase: 


NO— 
Leaking; Tipping; Fading; 
Chipping; Denting; 
Rusting 


YEsS— 


Always | 
; Uniformity In 


Packing; 
sizes; improves Staging 


Send for a sample today. 6/11 each plus 1/6 p. & p. 
Quantity prices on application 


C. SALES & SON (HORT. SUNDRIES) 


17, HURST CLOSE, LONDON, E.4. 
Tel.: SIL 1116 


Trade enquiries invited 


Other sizes:— 12” x 44” x 5}” base 6 
thousands ready seid Chrysanthemum, 
(YOU'LL “SHOW” BETTER IN A BIKINI!) 


53° 


IWAKELEY’S: 
4- 


Stable manure is scarce, but you'll find Wakeley’s 
substitute— 


MANURE 
Four-Fold Hop Man 


thing the soll needs seed-time to 
to and stimulate and eustain pisnt life 
PRICES; 
Smal! 9/6, Med 
Bag 


Prices subject to alteration without notice 


FROM ALL THE BEST 
NURSERYMEN AND SEEDSMEN 


Our list of Gladioll te now ready. 
Free on application. 


WAKELEY BROS. & CO. Ltd. 
235 Blackfriars Road, London, S.E.1 


THE “ DINKIE DUCHESS ” 
GLASS-FIBRE GARDEN BARROW— 
STRONG-AS-STEEL WITH THE 
WEIGHTLESS FEEL 

Weight only 16 Ib. Beautifully 


balanced. 
In choice of 3 colours. 
jean. and is 
corrosive 


Large Glass-Fibre 
Extre: easy to 
proof mst attack from bacteria and 
chemi: found in many fertilisers, etc. 
High bulk capacity (4 cubic feet plus). 
All-steel tubular chassis specially protected against 
corrosion. 


Rubber tyred steel wheel with nylon bearings: 
Eliminates the need for lubrication. 
Comfortable corrugated rubber non-slip handgrips. 
Will easily carry load of 120 Ib. 
Colours: Paste! Pink, Green, Blue. 
Price: £6 . 15 . O each delivered. 
C.W.O for immediate delivery. 
Trade enquiries invited. 


CATA DEVELOPMENTS LIMITED 
105/107 Cannon Street, London, E.C.4 
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Smal extra). Many difficulty, : 
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Write for new season's price list. Booklet of 
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Belgrave Hotel, Torquay 


welcomes you for the spring and 
summer months. Situated in the centre 
of the sea front, with our own sub- 
tropical gardens and sun lounge, 
filled with house plants and tropical 
flowers now. Seventy really first-class 
rooms, some with private bath and 
toilet, on two floors only with elevator. 
Perfect food, with quiet willing service. 
Telephone 4818, or may we send you 
a brochure 


G. H. Gillin, F.R.HLS. 


KOREAN 
CHRYSANTHEMUMS 


Hardy, colourful, ideal for cut flower or for 
spectacular display from August to November. 
**Lynweod” collection; twelve to name 

for cutting . 20/- 
**Crofton” twelve cushion 

to name . 20/- 


“Beaumont” Pompoms on 
to name 
Half collections, 10/- 


April/May delivery. Carriage paid, c.w.o. 
Catalogue on request. 
ORPINGTON NURSERIES CO. LTD. 

ORPINGTON, KENT 


Vale of Evesham Asparagus Crowns 
CONNOVER’S COLOSSAL 


1year ... 6/-doz. 40/- 100 
Feb./March/April/May delivery. Carriage and 
packing free, cash with order. 


Dahlia and Chrysanthemum Catalogues 
sent on request. 


L. STAITE, Avon Nurseries, Evesham, Worcs. 
Tel. Evesham 2406 


Raopopenvrons 
(1,100 species and varieties) 
SHRUB ROSES 
HYDRANGEAS, AZALEAS 
FLOWERING SHRUBS 
GROUND COVER 


PLEASE FOR LISTS 


SUNNINGDALE NURSERIES 


The most becutiful nursery in the country 
WINDLESHAM, SURREY Tel.: Ascot 96 


KNIGHT’S NURSERIES LTD. 
HAILSHAM, SUSSEX 
Telephone 454 


For strong Sussex grown 


ROSES 


Please send for Catalogue 


YOUR GARDEN NEEDS 


It is the SUPER Hop Manure—for feeding. It 
does not rely upon chemicals—which can be 
quickly washed away. it does not rely solely upon 
hops for Humus—in addition to Hops the formula 
which is only obtainable in Maskelis ‘Super’ Hop 
Manure includes other essential Humus forming 
*Organics’ to provide a long lasting Soil Con- 
ditioner and Plant Food—Rich in Humus— 
Phosphates, Nitrogen and Potash. 

Sacks for sq. ft.—250, 9/6; 500 14/—; ‘Large’ (1.000), 
22. 6; ‘Double’ (2,000), 37 6. Promptly delivered 
to your door, England/ Wales (Mainland 
Brochure of 125 Products FREE! 


Phone SRELL 2728 or send direct to. 
MASKELL, 8 Dirleton Rd. Works, 
London, E.15 


‘HART?’ 
Certified 


GRASS SEED 


Treated against birds and pests 
Cash with order, carriage paid, bags free 
“Standard” Mixture of Sheep's Hard and Red 
Fescue, aren R.S. Meadow Grass, $.23, N.Z. 
Devon Eaver S.S. Ryegrass. 1-14 ib. 3/- per Ib.; 
15 Ib. and upwards 2/9 per ib (cwt. rate) 


by:— 
MAXWELL M. HART ART (LONDON) LTD 


Phone: 


FLORISTRY 


A rewarding career or a profitable 
hobby. Our specialised home study 
Course in Floristry and Flower 
Arrangement covers every detail, 
and all equipment Is provided. 
Please write for our Pros, _ 
sent free and post free 


THE RIVIERA SCHOOL OF FLORISTRY (H) 
PENRYN, CORNWALL 


Ps Free on request: (a) Grass Seed Mixture Analysis ; 
7 Chart; (b) Bulletin of Fertilisers and Horticultural 
Sundries. 
1E Pre-seeding Base Fertilizer (2 oz. to the sq. yd.) 3 
1/- per minimum 14 Ib. and upwards. 
eee 


‘Lifes aids easier with 


a Tarpen 


Logging and felling with the Tarpen Electric Chain Saw 
means good-bye to back-aching labour! This easy-to-use, 
quality built tool cuts through ten-inch timber in seconds— 
yet weighs only 14} lbs. 


PRICE OF CHAIN SAW AND MOTOR, £39. 10s. 
4 h.p. motor can quickly be filled with Circular Saw and Sander- 
Polisher attachment, Hoe Tiller or Drill. 


NEW * Little Giant’ 
Chain Saw 
The smallest and lightest 
Electric Chain Saw — 
weighs under 9 lbs. Can 
be used in one hand 
from ladders or up in 
trees. Lops and prunes 
branches up to 56’ thick 
with ease. Convertible to 

Hoe Tiller. 


Write for free leaflets giving details of the Tarpen way of making 

life much easier with — Tools that are really built for the job. 
PRICE OF COMPLETE SAW: £22 

TARPEN ENGINEERING CO. LTD., 

24 Ixworth House, Ixworth Place, London, $.W.3 

KENSINGTON 349! (7 lines) 


ae Now you can start earlier and enjoy 
sooner a wider range of plants and 
flowers 


whether you have 
j a cold or heated 


greenhouse. 
Humex ‘Propagator’ consists of 
a low voltage warming wire em- 
bedded in sand on which you stand 
seed pans and pots surrounded 
with granulated peat. Large 
enough for average needs, it fits 
any greenhouse bench. Current 
consumption is low and controlled 
by a thermostat. You get almost 

5 8q. ft. of propagating area for 3d. 


saving altogether, the cost of heat- 


Electric ‘PROPAGATOR’ 


for seed germination and striking of cuttings 


SPECIFICATION size: 36ins. 
POST TO-DAY x 20 ins. x r1}ins. A.C. Mains 
200-250 v. Supplied complete with 


NAME peat, glass for top, soil thermo- 
meter, 6 seed pans, thermostat and 


ROBERTS ELECTRICAL CO. LTD. (DEPT. RHP), Humex House, 
11-13 High Road, Byfleet, Surrey. Phone: Byfleet 3897 £13.10.0 _ 


(} \ 
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SPRINGTIME OF OUR DISCONTENT 


can be enlivened by such February 
flowerers as:— 
ABELIOPHYLLUM DISTICHUM 
CHIMONANTHUS FRAGRANS 
HAMAMELIS ZUCCARINIANA 
JASMINUM NUDIFLORUM 
MAHONIA JAPONICA 
SARCOCOCCA HOOKERIANA DIGYNA 
VIBURNUM FRAGRANS 
all being described in our catalogue, price 1/6 
Burkwood & Skipwith Ltd. 
The Shrub Specialists 


Park Road Nurseries, Kingston, Surrey 


Acer atroparpureum 
Rich purple-red foliage from spring to 
Bushy plants 2/24 ft. 21/- 
3 4 ft. W/- 

Acer septemlobum Osakazuki 
Supreme for autumn foliage colour — a 

blaze of scarlet and gold. 

Selected seedlings 14/2 ft. 15/- 
Selected seedlings 
Grafted stock 14/2 ft. W/- 


pow poe 2/- 4 the £ towards carriage 
and packing cos 


Stewarts 


Nurseries 
FERNDOWN Est. 1742 


DORSET 


Telephone: KIN 0296 
= = 


= VALUE 
GARDEN SHEDS 


SOFTWOOD F Efrom €7 19s. 6d. 

CEDAR from & 10s. 

SHIPLAP from £13 12s. 6d. 

GARAGES 

WANEY EDGE from 024 I5s. 

CEDAR from £29 15s. 

SHIPLAP from 63! Ss. 

ASBESTOS from £29 

GREENHOUSES 

from 10s. 

SUN LOUNGES from £24 8s. 

Carr. paid England & Wales 

SEND FOR NEW FREE LISTS—FREE PLANS 
New easier terms from 5% Deposit 


All types of Fencing, Ladders, Gates, etc. 
VALE COUNTRY PRODUCTS 
(Dept. R), Barkham Road, Wekingham, Berks. 


Kettering Fibrous 
Turf Loam. 


Bedfordshire Silver 
Sand. 


Nottinghamshire 
Meri. 


Cactus Compost. 
Lawn Dressings. 


KETTERING FUEL CO. LTD. 
STATION ROAD KETTERING 
Phone 3059 


John Innes Compost. 


FENCING AND GATES 


“Riviera’’ Split Bamboo Screening in 10 yd. 
rolls, 4 ft., 5 ft. or 5 ft. 9 ins. hi Patel and 
Osier hurdles and Teak Furniture, ‘Nove 


GERALD GILMER LTD. 


TEL. 1640/1 LEWES EST. 1922 
And at BISHOP’S WALTHAM. Tel. 27! 


YOUR PLANTS NEED 
SEDGE PEAT 
PRODUCTS 


ARE you interested in 

ULCHING 
Your Flower & Shrub Borders 
We have a grate of Extra Coarse 
Write for Prices. 


THE ECLIPSE PEAT COMPANY LTD. 
ASHCOTT, Box No. 12, BRIDGWATER 
Somervet 


Conservatories 


Garden 
Dens... 


boxes gorden 
of all descrip- 
Hine purchase terms 

available. 


Please send for 
illustrated logue, 


WOODCRAFT LTD., 


ALPHA W 
4, 


ECONOMICAL - STRONG EASILY YOURSELF 


Close-woven. Also ideal for kes 
ORDER NOW or send CATA-L 18/4 1” 
LOGUE of FENCING (al) types), 24/5 1/6 
Arches, ete. VIAIT Wacous if 
Special to 

doz. 


order. Reduc. 


R), 16 Moreton Lendon,6.W.1 
(Dept. mis. orders under 


| 
oak 
— 
~ Garages. greenhouses ade In 6-ft. lengths 
7 xx 


your 
ouT With SX LGLAS 


GLAZING AND SEALING TAPE 


Weatherproofing . . . waterproofing .. . indoors ar Outdoors-—Syigias is the answer. 
Sealing, lagging, caulking — for use on window#s, roofs, drainpipes, gutters, 
maintaining greenhouses, sheds, caravans, etc. 
Syigias for any ‘sealing purpose — the 100% waterproof product of 30 years’ 
experience. 
30 ft. rolls 1° wide 
1)” wide — 4/f4d. 
Other widths up to 4” wide i #7 steps, pro rata. 
Sylglas is also available in Gord or Masti: form. 
Get Syiglas from Seedsmen, lronmongers, Builders’ Merchants, etc, 
If you have any waterproofing problems we shall be giad to help and give you 
advic 


THE SY _LGLAS COMPANY 


81 Knight’s Hill, West Norweed, London, $.E.27 
Tel: GiPsy Hill 4247 (5 lines) Telegrams: Snowwhite, London, $.£.27 
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HOW THE PLANTOIDS 
ELECTRIC SOIL STERILIZER CAN 


a Soil pests such as those shown 
a in the illustration below 
are killed when soil is heated 
im the Planvoids Electric 
Soil Sterilizer. 
a 


af 


THE PLANTOIDs Electric Soil Sterilizer 
is both quick and efficient. It is par- 
ticularly suitable for the preparation 3 oe 
of sterile loams for John Innes potting 7 ahaa 


and seed composts, and can handle cated 
up to half a cubic foot every 3-4 hours. (ists 
Ie is, moreover, extremely economical 
to run and will sterilize a bushel 

for less than 3d. Soil Sterilization: 

pa ‘ The Plentoids Electric Soil Sterilizer S Destroys insect pests, their 
ee is of heavy steel construction, mica- eggs, larvae and pupae 

: insulated and finished in green stoved 


gla 


enamel. It has 2 heavily galvanized sole 
plate and is fitted with 6 feet of 3-core 

cable. Voltages 200/202 30/50. @ Destroys harmful bacteria 
Price £3.5.0. 


Inhibits the germination of 
Gorman seeds 


%& Plantoids John Innes Seed 
Cempost Fertilizer and 
ines Potting Compost 
Pe Each sufficient to 
make a bushel of compost. 
104d. packet, 


Printed by Spottiowoode, Ballantyne & Co. Lid., London and Colchester 
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